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Introduction

What is Practical English Usage?

Practical English Usage is a combined usage guide and learner's grammar. It is
intended mainly for advanced students and teachers of English as a foreign or
second language; it may also be useful to teacher trainers and materials writers.
Itis not addressed to native speakers of English, who need arather different
kind of reference book.

A usage guide

Usage guides deal with problem points: words and structures that people have
difficulty with, or disagree about. English, like all languages, is full of problems
forthe foreign learner. Some ofthese points are easy to explain - forinstance, the
formation of questions, the difference between since andfor, orthe meaning of
afterall. Other problems are more tricky, and cause difficulty even for advanced
students and teachers. How exactly is the present perfect used? When do we

use past tenses to be polite? What are the differences between at, on and in with
expressions ofplace? We can say a chair leg- why not a cat leg?When can we use
the expression do so? When is the used with superlatives? Is unless the same as
ifnotdWhat are the differences between come and go, between each and every,
between big, large and great, or betweenfairly, quite, rather and pretty? Is it
correctto say There’ three more bottles in thefridgelHow do you actually say
3x4 =121 And so on, and so on.

Practical English Usage is a guide to problems ofthis kind. It deals with over

1,000 points which regularly cause difficulty to foreign students of English. It

will be useful, forexample, to a learnerwho is not sure how to use a particular
structure, or who has made a mistake and wants to find out why itiswrong. It
will also be helpful to ateacher who is looking for a clear explanation of a difficult
language point. There isvery full coverage ofgrammar, as well as explanations
ofalarge number ofcommon vocabulary problems. There are also some entries
designed to clarify more general questions (e.g. formality, slang, the nature of
standard English and dialects) which students and teachers may find themselves
concerned with.

Problems are mostly explained in short separate entries. This makes it possible to
give a clear complete treatment of each point, and enables the user to concentrate
juston the question thathe or she needs information about. In longer entries,
basic information is generally given first, followed by more detailed explanations
and discussion of more advanced points.

A complete student's grammar

The grammatical entries in Practical English Usage are grouped into 28 Sections,
each dealing with a major grammatical topic (e.g. present tenses, passives, nouns
and noun phrases, prepositions, relative clauses). So the book can be used not
only as aguide to particular usage problems, but also as a systematic reference
grammar. For users who like to work in this way, each Section begins with one or
two pages giving ageneral introduction to the grammatical topic, together with a
listof common mistakes that are dealt with in the entries that follow.
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Vocabulary

The grammar Sections include a good deal ofinformation aboutthe structures
used with particular words. In addition, the lastthree Sections ofthe book deal
specifically with vocabulary questions, and include an A-Z guide to over 250
common word problems ofvarious kinds.

Approach and style

I have tried to make the presentation as practical as possible. Each entry
contains an explanation of a problem, examples of correct usage, and (when
this is useful) examples oftypical mistakes. In some cases, an explanation
may be somewhat different from that found in many learners' grammars; this
is because the rules traditionally given for certain points (e.g. conditionals or
indirect speech) are not always accurate or helpful. Explanations are, as far
as possible, in simple everyday language. Where it has been necessary to use
grammatical terminology, | have generally preferred to use traditional terms
that are simple and easy to understand, exceptwhere this would be seriously
misleading. Some ofthese terms (e.g. future tense) would be regarded as
unsatisfactory by academic grammarians, but I am notwriting for specialists.
There is aglossary ofthe terminology used in the book on pages xx-xxix.

The kind of English described

The explanations deal mainly with standard everyday southern British
English, but contrasts between British and American English are given detailed
attention. There are also brief notes on several other varieties (e.g. Australian
and Indian English). Information about stylistic differences (e.g. between
formal and informal usage, or spoken and written language) is provided where
this is appropriate.

Correctness and rules

Ifpeople say that a form isnot ‘correct’, they can mean several different things.
They may for instance be referring to a sentence like | have seen heryesterday,
which normally only occurs in the English of foreigners. They may be thinking
ofausage like less people (instead offewer people), which iscommon in standard
English but regarded as wrong by some people. Orthey may be talking about
forms like ain- or 'double negatives’, which are used in speech by many British
and American people, butwhich do not occur in the standard dialects and are not
usually written. This book is mainly concerned with the first kind of ‘correctness’;
the differences between British or American English and ‘foreign' English.
However, there is also information about cases ofdivided usage in standard
English, and about afew important dialect forms.

The rules given in this book are descriptive: they explain what actually happens
in standard spoken and written English. Some usage guides give prescriptive
rules - rules devised by people who feel that the language should be tidied up

or protected against corruption. Such rules do not always correspond to actual
usage (the rule about not using lesswith plurals is an example). In Practical
English Usage, | avoid giving rules which do not describe the language as it is
actually used, though I mention their existence where this is useful.
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What this book does not do

Practical English Usage is not a complete guide to the English language. As the
title suggests, its purpose is practical: to give learners and their teachers the most
importantinformation they need in order to deal with common language
problems. Within this framework, the explanations are as complete and accurate
as I can make them. However, itis not always helpful or possible in a book ofthis
kind to deal with all the details ofa complex structural point; so readers may well
find occasional exceptions to some ofthe grammatical rules given here. Equally,
the book does not aim to replace a dictionary. While it gives information about
common problems with the use ofa number ofwords, it does not attempt to
describe other meanings or uses ofthe words beside those points that are selected
for attention. Nor does itattemptto cover all the vocabulary problems that
learners may meet: for this, another complete book would be needed.

Changes in the fourth edition

After consultation with users, the alphabetical organisation which was used in
previous editions has been replaced by athematic arrangement (see above), so
as to make it easier to search for information. Anumber ofamendments have
also been made to particular entries to reflect recent changes in the language -
for instance, the reduced frequency ofsome modal verbs, the disappearance of
shall, or cases where British English is adopting American usage.

How much do mistakes matter?

Itdepends on how much people need, orwant, a high level of correctness when
speaking orwriting another language. For many learners this isimportant - for
instance forwork, examinations, ortheir own personal goals - and Practical English
Usage will help them to approach standard British/American native-speaker usage.
However, ititisimportant for such learners notto become obsessed with correctness,
ortoworry every time they make amistake. Itis quite unnecessary to speak orwrite
alanguage like a native speakerin order to communicate effectively, and very few
adults in fact achieve aperfect command ofanother language. For some learners,
on the other hand, accuracy is relatively unimportant: people can use English
successfully forinternational communication even when their grammar differs
considerably from native-speaker models. However, too many such differences can
make a speaker orwriter difficult to understand, so itis good even for these learners
to aim atareasonable level of correctness.

Note also that 'mistake' is a relative term. The mistakes listed in this book are wrong
ifproduced by someone aiming to write standard British or American English. They
would not necessarily be incorrectin some other varieties ofthe language.

How to find things: the Index

The bestway to find information about a particular pointisto look in the Index at
the end ofthe book. Most points are indexed under several different names, so itis
not difficult to locate the entry you need. For instance, ifyouwantto know about
using to instead ofawhole infinitive, in structures like 1 hope to, 18 like to, you

can find the number ofthe entry where this is explained by looking in the Index
under ‘1o’ ‘infinitives', ‘ellipsis' or 1eaving outwords'. (On the other hand, itwould
obviously not be helpful to look under ‘hope’or ‘want*the rule is a general one
aboutinfinitive structures, not aboutthese two verbs in particular.)
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Using the Index

to (infinitive marker) 89.6; used instead of

whole infini*"" =an 1m
pronunciatii

280 ellipsis: infinitives /

ur'A

infinitives SECTIONS 8-10; introduction

88; progressive, perfect, passive and
negative infinitives 89; splitinfinitive
89.7; perfect infinitives (e.g. to have left)
90; without to 91; to instead ofwhole
infinitive 280.1; as subject, objector
complement 92; infinitive or -ing form
99; infinitive or -ing form with different
uses 105; after verbs 97; afterverb +
object 98; after hear, see, etc + object 110;
‘after adjectives 101; after easy, difficult,
impossible, etc 101.4; after superlatives
(e.g. theyoungest person to) 101.3;
afternounsand pronouns 102; after

1 to used instead of whole infinitive: We hope to.
We can use to instead of the whole infinitive of a repeated verb (and following

words), if the meaning is clear.

‘Areyou and Gillian getting married?1‘We hope to.’

‘Let'sgofor a walk.” 'l don’t want to.’

I don't dance much now, but I used to a lot.

Sorry | shouted at you. | didn't mean to.

'Somebody ought to clean up the bathroom." ‘I'll ask Jack to.’
Be and have (used for possession) are not usually dropped.
There are moreflowers than there used to be. (not .. . than there used /<0
She hasn't been promoted yet, but she ought to i
You've got morefreckles than you used to hge bt}

than you used~tOi)

ellipsis (leaving out words) :
after adjectives 278.1; aftei
or 276; afterasand than 2
auxiliary verbs 279; afterci
275.11; after determiners ;
after if 244.6; after questioi
atthe beginning ofa sentei
before question tags 306.8
in advertisements, instruct
in emails, etc 290.2; in hea

in infinitives (e.g. Idon'twant to) 280.1;
innoun phrases 278; in replies 275.1;
leaving out articles 142; leaving out

if 244.4; leaving out prepositions 214;
leaving out prepositions before that
210.1; leaving out that 265; object relative
pronoun 234.4; subjectrelative pronoun
237.19; ellipsis causing comprehension

problems 285.6-7

leave preposition 213; + object + infinitive

98; andforget 470; with preparatory it
(e.g. I'll leave ittoyou to decide) 269.4;
with two objects 8.1

leave off .. .ing 100.1

leaving out words see ellipsis
left (=remaining) 509

leisurely adjective and adverb 194.1
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How to find things: the Contents overview

Larger grammatical topics (e.g. 'simple present’, ‘articles’, ‘reflexive pronouns')
can also be found quite easily by looking through the Contents Overview on
pages X-xvi.

4  Talking about the Future
INTRODUCTION

35 goingto 36 present progressive for future

37 simple present for future 38 will

39 will, going to and present progressive: advanced points

40 future perfect 41 future progressive

42 be to +infinitive: | am to youareto ..., etc 43 future in the past

12 Determiners: a/an and the; my, your, etc; this, that, etc
INTRODUCTION
133 articles: introduction 134 articles: basic information (A)
135 articles: basic information (B) 136 more about the 137 more abouta/an
138 no article with plural and uncountable nouns
139 the difference between some'any and no article 140 talking in general
141 the\ difficult cases 142 special rules and exceptions
143 possessive determiners: my, your, etc 144 thisand that
145 this/that and it things that have just been mentioned

14  Pronouns
INTRODUCTION
173 personal pronouns: basic information
174 personal pronouns: advanced points 175 singular they
176 possessive pronouns: mine, yours, etc 177 afriend ofmine, etc
178 reflexive pronouns: myself, etc
179 reciprocal pronouns: each other and one another
180 somebody, someone, anybody, anyone, etc
181 one, you and they, used for people in general
182 one (substitute word): a bigone

However, many smaller topics will not show up in the Contents Overview,
because they do not have their own separate entries. So for instance to find
what structures can be used with expector hope, orwhat is the correct plural
form of phenomenon, itis bestto go to the Index.
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Contents overview

This overview gives a general picture of the topics covered in the book; it is not
a complete guide to the contents. References are to entry numbers. To find
information about a particular point, consult the Index at the back ofthe book.

Grammar

Verbs
INTRODUCTION

lirregularverbs 2 active verb tenses 3 progressive structures
4 non-progressive verbs 5 progressive with always, etc
6 perfect structures 7 subjects, objects and complements
8 verbs with two objects 9 verbs with both active and passive meanings
10 verb + object + complement: You make me nervous.
1 linking verbs: be, seem, look, etc 12 two-part verbs: phrasal verbs
13 two-part verbs: prepositional verbs 14 verbs of movement: she ran in, etc
15 verb +verb: auxiliary verbs 16 verb +verb: other structures

Be, have and do
INTRODUCTION

17 be: general 18 be: progressive forms 19 bewith auxiliary do 20 there is
21 have: introduction 22 have: auxiliary verb 23 have: actions

24 have (got): possession, relationships and other states 25 be and have

26 do: introduction 27 do: auxiliary verb 28 do: substitute verb (/may do.)
29 do so/it/that

Present Tenses
INTRODUCTION

30 simple present: forms 31 simple present: use
32 present progressive 33 stories, commentaries and instructions
34 present tenses: advanced points

Talking about the Future
INTRODUCTION

35 goingto 36 present progressive for future

37 simple present for future 38 will

39 will, going to and present progressive: advanced points

40 future perfect 41 future progressive

42 be to +infinitive: lam to ..., you areto ..., etc 43 future in the past

Past and Perfect Tenses
INTRODUCTION

44 simple past 45 past progressive
46 past form with present or future meaning 47 present perfect: basic information
48 present perfect or past? 49 present perfect or past: advanced points

Contents overview e xiii

To find the answer to a specific question, see the Index »



50 present perfect progressive

51 present perfect simple or progressive? 52 present perfect or present?
53 past perfect: basic information 54 past perfect: advanced points

55 past perfect: progressive 56 This is thefirst/last . . etc

Passives
INTRODUCTION

57 passive structures and verb forms 58 by +agent

59 passive modal structures: Itcan be done tomorrow.

60 getas passive auxiliary: He got caught.

61 verbs with two objects in the passive 62 verbs with prepositions in the passive
63 It was thought that ... 64 He is believed to be ...

65 He was considered a genius. 66 My suitcase is packed.

67 When do we use passive structures?

Modal Auxiliary Verbs
INTRODUCTION

68 modals: grammar, pronunciation and contractions

69 deduction (deciding that something is certain): must, can't, etc

70 deduction (deciding that something is probable): should, ought to, etc
71 chances: may, mightand could 72 may and might: some special uses
73 strong obligation: must, will 74 strong obligation: have (got) to

75 have (got) to and must 76 weaker obligation: should and ought to

77 weaker obligation: had better 78 expectations: supposed to

79 willingness: will, can

80 instructions and requests: will, would, can, could, might, shall

81 permission: can, could, may, might, be allowed to 82 ability: can and could
83 ability: advanced points 84 can and could with see, hear, etc

85 be able to 86 typical behaviour: can, could, may, might, will, would
87 typical behaviour: used to + infinitive

Infinitives, -ing forms and Past Participles
INTRODUCTION

88 infinitives: introduction 89 infinitives: forms

90 use of perfect infinitives: glad to have left

91 infinitives without to: 1 saw you come in.

92 infinitive as subject or complement 93 -mg forms: introduction

94 -ing form as subject, object or complement

95 infinitive or-ingform? 96 participles: -ing and -ed forms used like adjectives

Infinitives, -ing forms and Past Participles after Nouns, Verbs, etc
INTRODUCTION

97 infinitives after verbs: It's beginning to rain.

98 verb + object + infinitive: | wantyou to listen. 99 tryand ..., goand ..., etc
100 -ing forms after verbs: | enjoy travelling.

101 infinitives after adjectives: pleased to seeyou

102 infinitives after nouns and pronouns: my decision to leave

103 -ing forms after nouns and adjectives: tired oflistening

Contents overview e xiv



10

1

12

13

104 -ing forms after prepositions: without breaking eggs

105 infinitives or -ing forms: both possible with different uses

106 active and passive infinitive with similar meaning

107 causative structures with make 108 causative and similar structures with get
109 causative and similar structures with have

110 hear, see, etc + object +verb form

Infinitives, -ing forms and Past Participles: Other Uses
INTRODUCTION

111 infinitives after question words: who to..., etc
112 infinitive of purpose: I satdown to rest. 113for ... to ...
114 infinitives: other uses 115 participle clauses

Nouns and Noun Phrases; Agreement
INTRODUCTION

116 spelling of plurals 117 irregular and special plurals

118 pronunciation of plurals

119 countable and uncountable nouns: basic information

120 countable and uncountable nouns: advanced points

121 piece- and group-words: a blade ofgrass; a bunch offlowers
122 noun + complement: What can follow a noun?

123 possessives: noun + 's(forms) 124 nouns in combination: myfather's house
125 nouns in combination: milk chocolate

126 classifying expressions: noun +noun or preposition structure?
127 classifying expressions with’s: a child’s toy; cow's milk

128 singular expressions with plural verbs

129 plural expressions with singular verbs

130 mixed singular and plural: other structures

131 distributive plural: Tell them to bring raincoats.

132 turning verbs into nouns: a cough, a taste

Determiners: a/an and the; my, your, etc; this, that, etc
INTRODUCTION

133 articles: introduction 134 articles: basic information (A)

135 articles: basic information (B) 136 more about the 137 more about a/an
138 no article with plural and uncountable nouns

139 the difference between somelany and no article 140 talking in general
141 the: difficult cases 142 special rules and exceptions

143 possessive determiners: my, your, etc 144 this and that

145 this/thatand it: things that have just been mentioned

Determiners: Quantifiers
INTRODUCTION

146 all: introduction 147 all (of) with noun phrases and pronouns

148 all with the verb: We can all swim. 149 all, everybody/everyone and everything
150 all and whole 151 every (one) 152 every and all 153 each

154 each and every: the difference 155 both 156 either 157 neither

158 some 159 any 160 any =‘it doesn’t matter who/which/what’

Contents overview e xv
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14

15

16

17

18

161 some and any: the main differences 162 any and every: the difference
163 no, none and nota/any 164 no one and none 165 much and many
166 more 167 most 168 (a) little and (a)few 169 less and fewer

170 leastandfewest 171 enough

172 quantifying expressions: a lot, lots, a great deal, the majority, etc

Pronouns
INTRODUCTION

173 personal pronouns: basic information

174 personal pronouns: advanced points 175 singular they

176 possessive pronouns: mine, yours, etc 177 afriend ofmine, etc
178 reflexive pronouns: myself, etc

179 reciprocal pronouns: each other and one another

180 somebody, someone, anybody, anyone, etc

181 one, you and they: used for people in general

182 one (substitute word): a big one

Adjectives
INTRODUCTION

183 adjectives: normal position 184 order ofadjectives 185 adjectives with and
186 adjectives after nouns and pronouns

187 adjectives: position after as, how, so, too 188 adjectives without nouns

189 gradable and non-gradable adjectives

190 measurements: ‘marked’and ‘unmarked’forms

191 pronunciation ofaged, naked, etc 192 What can follow an adjective?

Adverbs and Adverbials

INTRODUCTION

193 adverbs of manner and adjectives 194 adverbs or adjectives: confusing cases
195 adverb particles: up, down, back, away, etc

196 position of adverbials: introduction 197 connecting and comment adverbials
198 indefinite frequency, certainty and completeness 199 focusing adverbials
200 mid-position: details 201 manner, place and time

202 adverbials modifying adverbials: terribly sorry; rightpast me

Comparison
INTRODUCTION

203 as ... as; asmuch/many as 204 comparative and superlative adjectives
205 comparative and superlative adverbs

206 using comparatives and superlatives 207 much older, byfar the oldest, etc
208 comparison: advanced points

Prepositions
INTRODUCTION

209 prepositions at the ends of clauses 210 prepositions before conjunctions
211 -ingforms and infinitives
212 prepositions before particular words and expressions

Contents overview ¢ xvi



19

20

21

22

23

213 prepositions after particular words and expressions
214 expressions without prepositions

Basic Clause Types
INTRODUCTION

215 sentence structure: basic word order 216 questions: basic rules
217 negative structures: basic rules 218 negative questions

219 negative structures with think, hope, seem, etc

220 multiple negatives: | couldn't see nobody.

221 ambiguous negatives

222 non-affirmative words: anybody, ever, yet, etc 223 exclamations
224 imperatives 225 letintroducing imperatives

Conjunctions, Sentences and Clauses
INTRODUCTION

226 putting things together: and, but, or

227 not ... or; not ... nor; and not

228 emphatic coordination: both ... and; (n)either ... (n)or; notonly
229 subordinate clauses: some general points

230 who, which, what, etc after prepositions

231 tense simplification in subordinate clauses

232 subjunctive: thatshe go, that they be, ifl were, etc

Relative Clauses

INTRODUCTION

233 relatives: basic information

234 identifying and non-identifying clauses:

the tall man who...; MrRogers, who...
235 whose 236 what 237 relatives: advanced points

If

INTRODUCTION

238 ordinary structures 239 special structures with past tenses and would
240 ifl wereyou 241 unreal past situations 242 ifonly 243 if ... will
244 other points 245 other structures found in spoken English

246 other words and expressions with similar uses 247 unless

248 in case and if

Other Adverbial Clauses
INTRODUCTION

249 after: conjunction 250 before: conjunction

251 as, when and while: simultaneous events 252 whoever, whatever, etc
253 no matter who, etc 254 whether ... or ...

255 asand though:special word order

256 than- and as-clauses: leaving out subjects, etc

Contents overview eXxvii

To find the answer to a specific question, see the Index »



24

25

26

27

Noun Clauses, Direct and Indirect Speech
INTRODUCTION

257 directspeech: reporting verbs and word order

258 indirect speech: introduction 259 indirect speech: tenses

260 indirect speech: questions and answers 261 whetherand if

262 indirect speech: infinitives 263 indirect speech: advanced points

264 that-clauses 265 leaving out that 266 interrogative (question-word) clauses

Information Structure
INTRODUCTION

267 information structure: normal order and variations

268 preparatory it: subject 269 preparatory it: object

270 inversion: auxiliary verb before subject

271 inversion: full verb before subject

272 fronting: This question we have already discussed.

273 cleft sentences: It was my secretary who ...

274 cleft sentences: What | need is a rest.

275 ellipsis (leaving words out): introduction

276 ellipsis with and, butand or 277 ellipsis at the beginning ofa sentence
278 ellipsisin noun phrases 279 ellipsis after auxiliary verbs
280 ellipsis: infinitives

Written Texts
INTRODUCTION

281 formality 282 pronouns and other proforms

283 linking with conjunctions and adverbs 284 discourse markers in writing
285 reading complicated structures 286 paragraphs 287 repetition

288 academic writing 289 correspondence: letters

290 correspondence: emails, text messages, etc 291 abbreviated styles

292 headlines 293 punctuation: full stop, question mark and exclamation mark
294 punctuation: colon 295 punctuation: semi-colon

296 punctuation: comma 297 punctuation: dash

298 punctuation: quotation marks

Speech and Spoken Exchanges
INTRODUCTION

299 spoken sentence structure 300 avoiding repetition: Wonderful, isn't it?
301 discourse markers in speech 302 declarative questions: That’s the boss?
303 rhetorical questions: Who cares?

304 echo questions: She's invited how many?

305 question tags: basic information 306 question tags: advanced points

307 reply questions: Was it? Did you, dear? 308 short answers: Yes, he can, etc
309 so am I, neither do they, etc 310 politeness: using questions

311 politeness: distancing verb forms 312 politeness: softening expressions
313 pronunciation: stress and rhythm 314 pronunciation: intonation

315 pronunciation: weak and strong forms
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28

29

30

31

Varieties of English
INTRODUCTION

316 standard English and dialects 317 correctness 318 changes in English
319 American and British English 320 other varieties of English

Vocabulary

Vocabulary Areas
INTRODUCTION

321 nationalities, countries and regions 322 numbers 323 talking about age
324 dates 325 telling the time 326 names and titles: Daniel; Mr Lewis

327 names: Florence, Homer, etc 328 gender (references to males and females)
329 ‘social’language 33 meals 331 telephoning

332 idioms, collocations and formulaic expressions

333 formal and informal vocabulary 334 slang

335 discriminatory and offensive language

Word Formation and Spelling
INTRODUCTION

336 abbreviations 337 contractions: I'll, dont, etc 338 prefixes and suffixes
339 -icand -ical 340 apostrophes 341 capital letters 342 hyphens

343 -iseand -ize 344 -able and -ible 345 -ly 346 final e

347 doubling final consonants 348y andi 349 chand tch, kand ck
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Language terminology

The following words and expressions are used in this book to talk about grammar
and other aspects of language.

abstract noun (the opposite of a concrete noun) the name ofsomething
which we experience as an idea, not by seeing, touching, etc. Examples: doubt;
height; geography.

active An active verb form is one like breaks, told, will help (not like is broken,
was told, will be helped, which are passive verb forms). The subject ofan
active verb is usually the person or thing that does the action, or that is
responsible for what happens,

adjective aword like green, hungry, impossible, which is used when we
describe people, things, events, etc. Adjectives are used in connection with
nouns and pronouns. Examples: agreen apple; Shes hungry.

adjective clause another name for relative clause

adverb aword like tomorrow, once, badly, there, also, which is used to say,
for example, when, where or how something happens,

adverbial an adverb, or a longer expression which has a similar function to an
adverb in a clause. Examples: | usually get up at seven oclock on weekdays.

adverbial clause a clause which functions as an adverbial. Examples: On Sundays
I usually get up when | wake up; I'll phone you ifl have time.

adverb particle ashort adverb like up, out, off, often used as part of a phrasal
verb (e.g. clean up, look out, tell off).

affirmative an affirmative sentence is one that makes a positive statement -
not a negative sentence or a question. Compare | agree (affirmative); I don't
agree (negative).

agent Inapassive sentence, the agentis the expression that says who or what
an action is done by. Example: This picture was probably painted by a child.

article A, an and the are called 'articles! Alan is called the 'indefinite article’;
the is called the 'definite article!

aspect Many grammarians prefer to talk about progressive and perfective aspect,
rather than progressive and perfect tense, since these forms express other ideas
besides time (e.g. continuity, completion). However, in this book the term tense
is often used to include aspect, for the sake of simplicity,

attributive Adjectives placed before nouns are in ‘attributive position!
Examples: a green shirt; my noisy son. See also predicative,

auxiliary verb  averb like be, have, do which is used with another verb to make
tenses, passive forms, etc. Examples: She was writing; Where haveyou put itl
See also modal auxiliary verb,

base form the form ofaverb that has no endings or other changes, used for
example in infinitives, imperatives and present tenses (except third person
singular). Examples: I U like to phone; Pass the salt.

clause astretch oflanguage which contains a subject and a finite verb. Sentences
consist of one or more clauses. Examples: Alex couldn’t come today. I'll be
glad when Harry gets back. The word clause is also sometimes used for some
structures containing participles or infinitives. Example: Notknowing what to
do, I telephoned Robin. See also co-ordinate clause, main clause, subordinate
clause.
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cleft sentence asentence in which special emphasis is given to one part (e.g.
the subject or the object) by using a structure with it or what. Examples: It
wasyou that caused the accident; What I need is a drink.

collective noun asingularword for a group. Examples:family; team.

comparative the form ofan adjective or adverb made with -er (e.g. older,
faster); also the structure more + adjective/adverb, used in the same way
(e.g. more useful, more politely).

complement 1. (predicative complement) a part ofa sentence that gives more
information about the subject (after be, seem and some other verbs), or, in some
structures, about the object. Examples: You're the rightperson to help; She looks
very kind; Ihey elected him President.
2. astructure or words needed after a noun, adjective, verb or preposition
to complete its meaning. Examples: the intention to travel; full o fwater;
try phoning; down the street.

compound acompound noun, verb, adjective, preposition, etc is one that is
made oftwo or more parts. Examples: bus driver;get on with; one-eyed.

concrete noun (the opposite ofan abstract noun) the name ofsomething which we
can experience by seeing, touching, etc. Examples: cloud; petrol; raspberry.

conditional aclause or sentence containing «/(or aword with a similar meaning).
Examples: Ifyou tryyou'll understand; | would be surprised ifshe knew;
Supposing the train had been late, what would you have done?

conjunction aword like and, but, although, because, when, if, which can be
used to join clauses together. Example: | rang because | was worried.

consonant for example, the letters b, c,d,fg and their usual sounds (see
Phonetic alphabet, page xxx). See also vowel,

continuous the same as progressive.

contraction ashortform inwhich a subject and an auxiliary verb, or
an auxiliary verb and the word not, are joined together into one word.
Contractions are also made with non-auxiliary be and have.
Examples: I'm; who've; lohn’ll; can’t.

co-ordinate clause one oftwo or more clauses of equal 'value' that are connected.
Examples: Shalll come toyour place or would you like to come to mine?;
Its cooler today and there'sa bitofa wind. See also clause, main clause,
subordinate clause.

co-ordinating conjunction a conjunction that joins co-ordinate clauses or other
co-ordinate structures. Examples: and, but, or.

countable noun anoun like car, dog, idea, which can have a plural form, and
can be used with the indefinite article a/an. See also uncountable noun,

declarative question a question which has the same grammatical form as a
statement. Example: That'syour girlfriend?

definite article the.

defining relative see identifying relative,

demonstrative this, these, that, those.

determiner one ofagroup ofwords that begin noun phrases. Determiners
include a/an, the, my, this, each, either, several, more, both, all.

direct object see object.
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direct speech speech reported ‘directly! in the words used by the original
speaker (more or less), without any changes oftense, pronouns, etc. Example:
She looked at me and said, 'This ismy money’. See also indirect speech,

discourse marker aword or expression which shows the connection between
what is being said and the wider context. A discourse marker may, for
example, connect a sentence with what comes before or after, or it may show
the speaker’s attitude to what he/she is saying. Examples: on the other hand;
frankly; as a matter offact.

duration how long something lasts. The prepositionfor can be used with an
expression oftime to indicate duration,

ellipsis leaving outwords when their meaning can be understood from the context.
Examples: (I1ts a) Nice day, isn'tit?; It was better than | expected (it would be).

emphasis giving special importance to one part ofa word or sentence
(for example by pronouncing it more loudly; by writing it in capital letters;
by using do in an affirmative clause; by using special word order),

emphatic pronoun reflexive pronoun (myself, yourself, etc) used to emphasise
anoun or pronoun. Examples: I'll tell him myself, | wouldn sell this to the
president himself. See also reflexive pronoun,

ending something added to the end ofaword, e.g. -er, -ing, -ed.

finite verb  Verbs which show time (e.g. goes, went) are often called “finite’ in
grammars; other forms (e.g written, playing) are called 'non-finite!

first person see person.

formal the style used when talking politely to strangers, on special occasions,
in some literary writing, in business letters, etc. For example, commence is a
more formal word than start.

frequency Adverbials of frequency say how often something happens. Examples:
often; never; daily; occasionally; every three days.

fronting moving a part of a clause to the beginning in order to give it special
emphasis. Example: Jack I like, but his wife | can't stand.

full verb averb that is not an auxiliary verb. Examples: work, remove, explain.

future averb tense made with the auxiliary will (or sometimes shall) + infinitive
without to. Example: | will arrive on Tuesday evening.

future perfect averb tense made with shall/will + have + past participle.
Example: | will havefinished by lunchtime.

future progressive (or future continuous) a verb tense made with
shall'will + be +.. .ing. Example: | will be needing the car this evening.

gender the use of different grammatical forms to show the difference between
masculine, feminine and neuter, or between human and nonhuman.
Examples: he; she; it; who; which.

gerund the form ofaverb ending in -ing, used like a noun (for example, as the
subject or object ofa sentence). Examples: Smoking is badforyou; I hate
getting up early. See also present participle,

gradable Pretty, hard or cold are gradable adjectives: things can be more or
less pretty, hard or cold. Adverbs of degree (like rather, very) can be used with
gradable words. Perfect or dead are not gradable words: we do not usually say
that something is more or less perfect, or very dead.
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grammar the rules that show how words are combined, arranged or changed
to show certain kinds of meaning,

hypothetical Some words and structures (e.g. modal verbs, (/-clauses) are used for
hypothetical situations - that is to say, situations which may not happen, or are
imaginary. Example: What wouldyou do ifyou had six monthsfree?

identifying (or defining) relative clause a relative clause which identifies a
noun - which tells us which person or thing is being talked about. Example:
Thered the woman who tried to stealyour cat. (The relative clause who tried
to stealyour cat identifies the woman - it tells us which woman is meant.)
See also non-identifying relative clause,

imperative the form ofa verb used to give orders, make suggestions, etc.
Examples: Bring me a pen; Have a good holiday.

indefinite article a/an.

indirect object see object.

indirect speech a structure in which we reportwhat somebody said by making
it part of our own sentence (so that the tenses, word order, pronouns and
other words may be different from those used by the original speaker).
Compare: He said ‘1’'m tired’ (the original speaker’swords are reported in
direct speech) and He said that he was tired (the original speaker's words are
reported in indirect speech),

infinitive the base form ofaword (usually with to), used after another verb,
after an adjective or noun, or as the subject or complement of a sentence.
Examples: | wantto go home; It5 easy to sing-, I've got a plan to starta
business-, To err ishuman, toforgive divine.

informal the style used in ordinary conversation, personal letters, etc, when there is
no special reason to speak politely or carefully. I'll is more informal than | will;get
is used mostly in an informal style; startis a more informal word than commence.

-ing form the form of averb ending in -ing. Examples: finding-, keeping-,
running. See also gerund, present participle,

initial atthe beginning. Sometimes is an adverb that can go in initial position
in a sentence. Example: Sometimes | wish | had a differentjob.

intensifying making stronger, more emphatic. Veryand terribly are intensifying
adverbs.

interrogative Interrogative structures and words are used for asking
questions. In an interrogative sentence, there is an auxiliary verb (or non-
auxiliary be) before the subject (e.g. Canyou swim?-, Areyou ready?).
What, who and where are interrogative words,

intonation the ‘melody’ofspoken language: the way the musical pitch ofthe
voice rises and falls to show meaning, sentence structure or mood,

intransitive  An intransitive verb is one that cannot have an object or be used
in the passive. Examples: smile; fall; come; go.

inversion astructure in which an auxiliary or other verb comes before its
subject. Examples: Never had she seen such a mess; Here comes John.

irregular not following the normal rules, or not having the usual form. An
irregular verb has a past tense and/or past participle that does not end in -ed
(e.g. swam, taken); children is an irregular plural.
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linking verb (or copular verb) be, seem,feel and other verbs which link a subject
to acomplement that describes it. Examples: My mother is in Jexsey~tlaseems
unhappy; Thisfeels soft.

main clause, subordinate clause Some sentences consist of a main clause and
one or more subordinate clauses. Asubordinate clause acts like a part ofthe
main clause (e.g. like a subject, or an object, or an adverbial). Examples:
Where she is doesn't matter (the subordinate clause Where she isis the subject
ofthe main clause); | toldyou thatl didn’t care (the subordinate clause that|
didn't care is the direct object in the main clause); You'llfindfriends wherever
you go (the subordinate clause whereveryou go acts like an adverb in the
main clause: compare You'llfindfriends anywhere).

main verb Averb phrase often contains one or more auxiliary verbs together with
amain verb. The main verb is the verb which expresses the central meaning;
auxiliary verbs mostly add grammatical information (for instance, they may
show that a verb is progressive, future, perfect or passive). Examples: isgoing;
will explain; has arrived; would have beenforgotten.

manner an adverbial of manner describes how something happens. Examples:
well; suddenly;fast; withoutany delay.

mid-position Ifan adverbial is in mid-position in a sentence, it is with the verb.
Example: | have never been to Africa.

misrelated participle (also called hanging or dangling participle) a participle
which appears to have a subjectwhich is not its own. Example: Looking out of
the window, the mountains appeared very close. (This seems to say that the
mountains were looking out ofthe window.) The structure is usually avoided
in careful writing because ofthe danger of misunderstanding,

modal auxiliary verb one ofthe verbs can, could, may, might, must, will, shall,
would, should, ought.

modify An adjective is said to 'modify' the noun it is with: it adds to or defines
its meaning. Examples: afine day; my newjob. An adverb can modify averb
(e.g. runfast), an adjective (e.g. completely ready) or other words or expressions.
In sports car, the firstnoun modifies the second,

negative anegative sentence is one inwhich the word notis used with the
verb. Example: I didn’t know.

nominal relative clause a relative clause (usually introduced by what) which
acts as the subject, object or complement of a sentence. Example: 1 gave him
what he needed.

non-affirmative (also called non-assertive) The words some, somebody,
somewhere, etc are used most often in affirmative sentences. In other kinds of
sentence they are often replaced by any, anybody, anywhere, etc. Words like
any, anybody, etc are called 'non-affirmative' or non-assertive' forms. Other
non-affirmative forms areyetand ever.

non-identifying (or non-defining) relative clause a relative clause which does
not identify the noun it refers to (because we already know which person or
thing is meant). Example: Theres Hannah Smith, who tried to steal my cat.
(The relative clause, who tried to steal my cat, does not identify the person -
she is already identified by the name Hannah Smith.) See also identifying
relative clause.
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noun aword like oil, memory, arm, which can be usecFwith an article. Nouns
are most often the names ofpeople or things. Personal names (e.g. George)
and place names (e.g. Birmingham) are called ‘proper nouns’; they are
mostly used without articles,

noun phrase agroup ofwords (e.g. article + adjective + noun) which acts as
the subject, object or complementin a clause. Example: the last bus.

number the way in which differences between singular and plural are shown
grammatically. The differences between house and houses, mouse and mice,
this and these are differences of number,

object anoun phrase orpronoun that normally comes after the verb in an
active clause. The direct object most often refers to a person or thing (or
people or things) affected by the action ofthe verb. In the sentence Take the
dogfor a walk, the dogis the direct object. The indirect object usually refers to
a person (or people) who receive(s) the direct object. In the sentence Anna
gave me a watch, the indirect object is me, and the direct object is a watch.
See also subject,

participle see present participle and past participle.

participle clause a clause-like structure which contains a participle, not a verb
tense. Examples: Discouraged by hisfailure, he resignedfrom hisjob; Having
a couple ofhours to spare, | went to see afilm.

passive A passive verb form is made with be + past participle. Examples:
is broken; was told; will be helped (but not breaks, told, will help, which are
active verb forms). The subject of a passive verb form is usually the person or
thing that is affected by the action ofthe verb. Compare: 7hey sent Lucas to
prisonforfive years (active) and Lucas was sent to prisonforfive years
(passive). See also active,

past participle averb form like broken, gone, stopped, which can be used to
form perfect tenses and passives, or as an adjective. (The meaning is not
necessarily past, in spite ofthe name.)

past perfect averb tense made with had + past participle. Examples: | had
forgotten; Thechildren had arrived; She had been working; Ithad been
raining. The firsttwo examples are simple past perfect; the last two
(with had been + .. .ing) are past perfect progressive (or continuous),

past progressive (or continuous) averb tense made with was/were + .. .ing.
Examples: | was going; They were stopping.

past simple see simple past.

perfect averb form made with the auxiliary have +past participle. Examples:
I haveforgotten; She hadfailed; having arrived; to havefinished.

perfect conditional should/would have + past participle. Examples:
Ishould/would have agreed; He would have known.

perfect infinitive (to) have+ past participle. Example: to have arrived.

perfect participle a structure like having lost, having arrived.

person the way in which, in grammar, we show the difference between the
person(s) speaking (first person), the person(s) spoken to (second person), and
the person, people or thing(s) spoken about (third person). The differences
between I,you, and he/she, or between am, are and is, are differences ofperson,

personal pronouns the words I, me, you, he, him, etc.
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phrase two or more words that function together as a group. Examples: dead
tired; the silly old woman; would have been repaired; in the country.

phrasal verb averb form that is made up oftwo parts: verb +adverb particle.
Examples:fill up; run over; take in.

plural agrammatical form used to refer to more than one person cirHi'mg'
Examples: we-, buses; children; are; many; these. See also singular,

possessive a form used to show possession and similar ideas. Examples:
John's; our; mine.

possessive pronoun My, your, his, her, etc are possessive pronouns (they stand
for ‘the speaker’s’ ‘the hearer’! 'that person’s’, etc). Mine, yours, his, hers, etc
are also possessive pronouns, for the same reason. My, your, etc are used
before nouns, so they are not only pronouns, but also determiners. (They are
often called 'possessive adjectives! but this is not correct.) Mine, yours, etc are
used without following nouns,

postmodifier aword that comes after the word which it modifies, e.g. invited
in The people invited all came late. See also premodifier,

predicative Adjectives placed after a verb like be, seem, look are in predicative
position. Examples: The house isenormous; She looks happy. See also
attributive.

prefix a form like ex-, anti- or un-, which can be added to the front ofa word
to give an additional or different meaning. Examples: ex-wife, anti-British,
unhappy. See also suffix,

premodifier aword that comes before the word which it modifies, e.g. invited
in an invited audience. See also postmodifier,

preparatory subject, preparatory object When the subject ofa sentence is an
infinitive or a clause, we usually put it towards the end of the sentence and
use the pronoun itas a preparatory subject. Example: It isimportant to get
enough sleep. It can also be used as a preparatory object in certain structures.
Example: He made it clear that he disagreed. There is used as a kind of
preparatory subject in there is... and similar structures. Example: There is
somebody at the door.

preposition aword like on, off, of, into, normally followed by a noun or
pronoun.

prepositional verb averb form that is made up of two parts:
verb form + preposition. Examples: insist on; carefor; listen to.

present participle the form ofa verb ending in -ing, used as an adjective,
averb or part ofaverb. Examples: a crying baby; Opening his newspaper,
he started to read; She was running. (The meaning is not necessarily present,
in spite ofthe name.) See also gerund,

present perfect averb tense made with have/has + past participle. Examples:
I haveforgotten; The children have arrived; I've been working all day;
It has been raining. The first two examples are simple present perfect; the last
two (with have been + .. .ing) are present perfect progressive (or present perfect
continuous).

present progressive (or continuous) averb tense made with am/are/is +.. .ing.
Examples: I am going; She is stayingfor two weeks.

present simple see simple present.

progressive (or continuous) Averb form made with the auxiliary be + .. .ing.
Examples: to be going; We were wondering; I'll be seeingyou.
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progressive (or continuous) infinitive aform to be going) to be waiting.

pronoun aword like it, yourself, their, which is usecTInstead of a more precise
noun or noun phrase (like the cat, Tom's self, thefamily's). The word pronoun
can also be used for a determiner when this includes the meaning ofa
following noun which has been left out. Example: I 1l take these.

proper noun or proper name anoun (most often with no article) which is the
name of a particular person, place, organisation, etc. Examples: Alex, Brazil;
the European Union.

quantifier adeterminerlike many,few, little, several, which is used in a noun
phrase to show how much or how many we are talking about,

guestion tag an expression like doyou? or isn't it?, consisting of an auxiliary
verb (or non-auxiliary be or have) +pronoun subject, put on to the end ofa
sentence. Examples: You don’t eat meat, do you?; It's a nice day, isn’t it?

reflexive pronoun myself, yourself, himself, etc. Example: | cut myselfshaving
this morning. See also emphatic pronoun,

regular following the normal rules or having the usual form. Hoped is a
regular past tense; cats is a regular plural. See also irregular,

relative clause aclause which modifies a noun, usually introduced by a
relative pronoun like who or which. Example: I like people who like me.
See also identifying relative clause, non-identifying relative clause,

relative pronoun apronoun used to connect a relative clause to its noun.
Who, whom, whose, which and that can be used as relative pronouns, and
sometimes also when, where and why. Examples: There's the man who wants
to buy my car; This is the room which needs painting; Doyou remember the
day when we met?

reply question aquestion (similarin structure to a question tag) used to reply
to a statement, for instance, to express interest. Example: ‘I've been invited to
spend the weekend in London." Haveyou, dear?"

second person see person.

sentence agroup ofwords that typically expresses a statement, command,
question or exclamation. A sentence consists ofone or more clauses, and usually
has at least one subject and verb. In writing, it begins with a capital letter and
ends with a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark,

short answer an answer consisting ofa subject and an auxiliary verb (ornon-
auxiliary be or have). Examples: ‘Has anybody phoned the police?' Jack has.";
'Whos readyfor more?' lam’

simple past (or past simple) a pastverb tense that has no auxiliary verb in the
affirmative. Examples: | stopped; You heard; We knew.

simple present (or present simple) apresentverb form that has no auxiliary
verb in the affirmative. Examples: He goes there often; | know; Ilike chocolate.

simple averb form thatis not progressive.

singular a grammatical form used to talk about one person, thing, etc, or about an
uncountable quantity or mass. Examples: me; bus; water; is; much; this. See also
plural.

slang aword, expression or special use of language found mainly in very
informal speech, often in the usage of particular groups of people. Examples:
thick (= stupid); lose ones cool (= get upset); sparks (= electrician).
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split infinitive a structure in which an adverb comes between to and the rest
of the infinitive. Example: to easily understand. Some people consider split
infinitives 'incorrect," but they are common in standard usage,

standard Astandard form ofalanguage is the one that is most generally
accepted for use in government, the law, business, education and literature.
I'm notis standard English; | aintis non-standard,

statement asentence which gives information; not a question. Examples:
I'm cold; Daniel didnt come home last night.

stress the way in which one or more parts of aword, phrase or sentence are
made to sound more important than the rest, by using a louder voice and/or
higher pitch. In the word particular, the main stress is on the second syllable
(parTlcular); in the sentence Wheres the new secretary? there are three
stresses (WHERES the NEWSEcretary?).

strong form, weak form Certain words can be pronounced in two ways:
slowly and carefully with the vowel that is written (strong form), or with a
quicker pronunciation with the vowel hi or /1 (weak form). Examples:
can (/kaen/, /kan/), was (/wdz/, /waz/),/or (/fo:(r)/, Ba(r)/).

subject anoun phrase or pronoun that normally comes before the verb in an
affirmative clause. It often says (in an active clause) who or what does the
action that the verb refers to. Examples: Ellie gave me a wonderful smile;
Oil floats on water. See also object,

subjunctive averb form (notvery common in British English) used in certain
structures. Examples: Ifl wereyou...; ItSimportant that he be informed
immediately; We prefer that he pay in cash.

subordinate clause a clause which functions as part ofanother clause, for
example as subject, object or adverbial in the main clause ofa sentence.
Examples: | thought thatyou understood; What | need isa drink; I’llfollow
you whereveryou go. See also clause, main clause,

subordinating conjunction aconjunction thatjoins a subordinate clause to the
rest of its sentence. Examples: when, if, because.

suffix aform like -ology, -able or -ese, which can be added to the end ofa
word to give an additional or different meaning. Examples: climatology;
understandable; Chinese. See also prefix,

superlative the form ofan adjective or adverb made with the suffix -est
(e.g. oldest, fastest); also the structure most + adjective/adverb, used in the
same way (e.g. most intelligent, most politely).

syllable The word cathas one syllable, cattle has two, cataracthas three and
category has four. A syllable normally has a vowel, and usually one or more
consonants before and/or after the vowel. Sometimes the consonant sounds
I, m and n can act as syllables (for instance in the words bottle / botl/, capitalism
['kaepitaliz(a)m/, button /'bAtn/).

tag ashort phrase (e.g. pronoun subject + auxiliary verb) added on to the end
ofa sentence, especially in speech. Examples: He likes to talk, Josh does; You
can’tswim, canyou?; Very noisy, those kids. See also question tag.

tense averb form that shows the time of an action, event or state, by a change in
its form and/or the use ofan auxiliary. Examples: worked, saw, will go; is sitting.

third person see person.

transitive atransitive verb is one that can have an object. Examples: eat
(a meal); drive (a car); give (a present). See also intransitive.
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uncountable noun anoun which has no plural form and cannot normally be
used with the article alan. Examples: mud) rudeness;furniture.

verb aword like ask, wake, play, be, can. Most verbs refer to actions, events or
states. See also auxiliary verb, modal auxiliary verb, verb phrase,

verb phrase averbal structure that has more than one part. Example: would have
beenforgotten.

vowel the letters a, e, i, 0, n and their combinations, and their usual sounds
(see Phonetic alphabet, page xxx). See also consonant,

weak form see strong form.
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Phonetic alphabet

It is necessary to use a special alphabet to show the pronunciation of English
words, because the ordinary English alphabet does not have enough letters
to represent all the sounds ofthe language. The following list contains all the
letters ofthe phonetic alphabet used in this book, with examples ofthe words
in which the sounds they refer to are found.

Vowels and diphthongs (double vowels)

seat /si:t/, feel /fill/

sit/sit/, in/in/

set /set/, any /'eni/

sat /saet/, match /maetlV
march /ma:tJV, after/'cniia(r)/
pot/pot/, gone /gun/
port/po:t/, law /b:/

good /god/, could /kud/

food /fu:d/, group /gru:p/
much /mAtf/, front /frAnt/
turn N3:n/, word /w3:d/

away /a'weil, collect /ko'lekt/,
until /an'til/

wwSscsSgoaomg ® -

Consonants

pull /pul/, cup /knp/
bull /bol/, rob /mb/
ferry /'feri/, life /1aif/
very/'veri/, live/liv/
think /Girik/, bath /ba:0/
then /6en/, with /wi6/
take /teik/, set /set/
day/deil/, red /red/
sing /sir)/, rice /rais/
zoo /zu:/, days /deiz/
show /J'ou/, wish /wij/
pleasure /'ple3a(r)/,
occasion /a'ke!3n/

WS N®»o o 0L oo

The sign (') shows stress (» 313).

ei
ai
3i
an
ao
19
es
na

=
S

ST PO 30 X

=

take /teik/, wait /weit/

mine /main/, light/lait/

oil /oil/, boy /boi/

no /nawn/, open /'anpan/

house /haus/, now /naun/

hear /his(r)/, deer /dia(r)/

air /ea(r)/, where /weo(r)/

tour /WL3(r)/, endure /in'djo3(r)/

cheap /tji:p/, catch /kaetlV
jail /djeil/, bridge /brid3/
case /keis/, take /teik/

go /pawn/, rug /rna/

my /mai/, come /knT/

no /nawn/, on /Dn/

sing /sir)/, finger /'ir)pa(r)/
love /1nv/, hole /haul/
round /raund/, carry/'kaeri/
well /wel/

young /jAI}/

house /haos/
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Practical English Usage

Grammar Sections 1-28: entries 1-320

Vocabulary  Sections 29-31: entries 321-635



Section 1 Verbs

INTRODUCTION

forms

Verbs are the central element in sentences. Most of the things we say are built
around them. English verbs have up to five one-word forms (except be, which
has eight). These are:

« the base form: the one found in dictionaries, for example go, write, play. This
is used for present tense forms after I, we, you (singular and plural) and they,
in infinitives, and in imperatives.

We go skating on Saturdays. I must write to Laura.
Please play something.

« the third person singular present, for example goes, writes, plays

¢ the past tense, for example went, wrote, played

e the past participle, for example gone, written, played. Note that in regular
verbs the past participle is the same as the past tense.

« the -ing form, for example going, writing, playing. Depending on how it is
used, the -ing form may be called a ‘present participle' or a 'gerund’ (» 93.1).

Verb forms which show time (e.g. goes, went) are often called finite in

grammars; other forms (e.g. written, playing) are non-finite.

tenses

Tenses are verb forms that show the time of actions and situations, either as
single words or including auxiliary verbs (see below).

We went home, (simple past tense)

Have you written to Jamie? (present perfect tense)
For a list of active tenses, »2.3. For passive tenses, and an explanation of active
and passive structures, »57.

auxiliary verbs

Auxiliary ('helping') verbs are used with other verbs to add various kinds of
meaning. Be, have and do help to make progressive (or ‘continuous’) and perfect
structures, questions and negatives (see below and » Section 2).

Modal auxiliary verbs [must, can, could, will, would, may, might, shall, should
and ought) are used with other verbs to add ideas such as futurity, certainty,
probability, obligation and permission. For details, » Section 7.

What can follow a verb?

Different non-auxiliary verbs can be followed by different kinds ofwords and
structures. This is partly a matter of meaning: after a verb like eat or break, for
instance, it isnormal to expect a noun; after try or stop, itis natural to expect a
verb. It is also partly a matter of grammatical rules that have nothing to do with
meaning. Before an object, wait is followed byfor; expecthas no preposition. One
can tell somebody something, but one cannot explain somebody something. One
hopes to see somebody, but one looksforward to seeing somebody. One advises
somebody to see the doctor, but one does not suggest somebody to see the doctor.
One thinks that something will happen, but one does noti
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Unfortunately, there are no simple rules in this area; it is necessary to learn, for
each verb, what kind of structures can follovvIr'A good dictionary will normally
give this information.

For more about nouns and verbs with objects, » 7.
For two-part verbs with adverb particles and prepositions (e.g. pick up, look at), » 12-13.
For more about verbs followed by verbal structures, » 15-16.

Do you know what's wrong with these, and why?

I laid down and went to sleep. » 1.2

She switched offit. » 12.4

What are you thinking of the government? »4.3
I’'m seeing what you mean. »4.3

Is raining again. » 7.1

Give back me my watch. » 12.4

Is that the light off which you switched? » 12.4
You never listen me. » 13.1

Listen to! » 13.1

About what are you thinking? » 13.3

He gave you it. »8.3

Who did you buy it? »8.4

I’d like him to explain us his decision. » 8.6
Can you suggest me a good dentist? » 8.6
Please describe us your wife. » 8.6

Sing us. »8.7

He painted red the wall. » 10.1

She made that she disagreed clear. » 10.5

You surprised! »7.2

Do sit that chair. »7.2

The problem appears impossibly. » 11.3

Isabel sudden appeared in the doorway. » 11.3
He fell unconsciously on the floor. » 11.5

He pulled his belt tightly and started off. » 11.5
She crossed the garden dancing. » 14
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CONTENTS OF THIS SECTION

1 irregular verbs 10 verb + object + complement:

2 active verb tenses You make me nervous.

3 progressive structures 11 linking verbs: be, seem, look, etc
4 non-progressive verbs 12 two-part verbs: phrasal verbs

5 progressive with always, etc 13 two-part verbs: prepositional

6 perfect structures verbs

7 subjects, objects and complements 14 verbs of movement: she ran in, etc
8 verbs with two objects 15 verb + verb: auxiliary verbs

9 verbs with both active and 16 verb + verb: other structures

passive meanings
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irregular verbs

common irregular verbs

This is a list of the more common irregular verbs. Students should check that
they know all of them. For a complete list, see a good dictionary.

Infinitive
arise
awake

be

bear
beat
become
begin
bend
bet
bind
bite
bleed
blow
break
bring
broadcast
build
burn
burst
buy

catch
choose
come
cost
cut

deal
dig
do
draw
dream

drink
drive

eat

fall
feed
feel
fight
find
fly

Simple past
arose
awoke

was, were
bore

beat

became
began

bent

bet, betted
bound

bit

bled

blew

broke
brought
broadcast
built

burnt, burned
burst

bought

caught
chose
came
cost
cut

dealt /delt/

dug

did

drew

dreamt /dremt/,
dreamed /driimd/

drank

drove

atel/et,eit/

fell
fed
felt
fought
found
flew

Past participle

arisen
awoken

been
born(e)
beaten
become
begun
bent

bet, betted
bound
bitten

bled
blown
broken
brought
broadcast
built
burnt, burned
burst
bought

caught
chosen
come
cost
cut

dealt /delt/

dug

done

drawn

dreamt /dremt/,
dreamed /dri:md/

drunk

driven

eaten/'i:tn/

fallen
fed
felt
fought
found
flown
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Infinitive
forbid

forget
forgive
freeze

get
give
go
grow
hang
have
hear /hig(r)/
hide
hit
hold
hurt

keep
kneel
know

lay
lead
lean

leap
learn
leave
lend
let
lie
light
lose

make
mean /mi;n/
meet

pay
put
quit
read /ri:d/
ride
ring
rise
run
say
see
sell

Simple past
forbade

/fa'baed, fs'beid/
forgot
forgave
froze

got

gave
went
grew

hung

had

heard /h3:d/
hid

hit

held

hurt

kept

knelt

knew

laid

led

leant /lent/,
leaned /li:nd/

leapt /lept/, leaped

learnt, learned

left

lent

let

lay

lit, lighted

lost

made

meant /ment/
met

paid

put

quit, quitted

read /red/
rode

rang

rose

ran

said /sed/
saw
sold

Verbs Section 1

Past participle
forbidden

forgotten
forgiven
frozen

got

given
gone, been
grown

hung

had

heard /h3:d/
hidden

hit

held

hurt

kept

knelt

known

laid

led

leant /lent/,
leaned /li:nd/

leapt /lept/, leaped

learnt, learned

left

lent

let

lain

lit, lighted

lost

made

meant /ment/
met

paid

put

quit, quitted

read /red/
ridden
rung
risen

run

said /sed/
seen
sold
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Infinitive
send
set
shake
shine
shoot
show
shrink
shut
sing
sink
sit
sleep
slide
smell
speak
speed
spell
spend
spill
spin
spit
split
spoil
spread
stand
steal
stick
sting
strike
swear
sweep
swing
swim
take
teach
tear
tell
think
throw

understand

wake

wear

win

wind /waind/
write

Simple past
sent

set

shook
shone /Jon/
shot

showed
shrank, shrunk
shut

sang

sank

sat

slept

slid

smelt, smelled
spoke

sped

spelt, spelled
spent

spilt, spilled
span, spun
spat

split

spoilt, spoiled
spread

stood

stole

stuck

stung

struck

swore

swept
swung

swam

took
taught
tore
told
thought
threw

understood

woke

wore

won

wound /waund/
wrote

Past paffifLple

sent

set

shaken
shone /Jon/
shot

shown
shrunk
shut

sung

sunk

sat

slept

slid

smelt, smelled
spoken
sped

spelt, spelled
spent

spilt, spilled
spun

spat

split

spoilt, spoiled
spread
stood

stolen
stuck

stung
struck
sworn
swept
swung
swum

taken
taught
torn
told
thought
thrown

understood

woken

worn

won

wound /waund/
written
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Verbs Section 1

2 verbs that are easily confused

Infinitive Simple past Past participle
fall fell fallen
feel felt felt
fill filled filled
find (= get back found found
something lost)
found (= start up founded founded
an organisation or
institution)
flow (of a liquid flowed flowed
= move)
fly (= move in the air) flew flown
flee (= run away) fled fled
lay (= put down flat) laid laid
lie (= be down) lay lain
lie (= say things that are lied lied
not true)
For more details of these three verbs, »507.
leave left left
live lived lived
raise (= put up) raised raised
rise (= go/get up) rose risen
strike (= hit) struck struck
stroke (= pass the hand  stroked stroked
gendy over)
wind /waind/ (= turn, wound/waond/ wound /waond/
tighten a spring, etc)
wound /wuind/ wounded wounded

(= injure in a battle)

notes

.

Note the standard AmE pronunciations of ate (/eit/) and shone (/Joon/).
let/ for ate is substandard in AmE (but a standard variant in BrE).

Bum, dream, kneel, lean, learn, smell, spell, spill and spoil are all generally
regular in American English. In British English, irregular past tenses and
participles with -t are also quite common.

Dive is regular in British English, but can be irregular in American:

dive - dived/dove (Idovv/) - dived

The old past participle drunken is used as an adjective in some expressions
(e.g. a drunken argument, drunken driving), but these are not very common.

grammar « 1 irregular verbs



e Fitand quit are usually irregular in American English.
fit - fit - fit, quit - quit - quit
» The American past participle of get is either got or gotten (» 472.6).
* Hang is regular when used to mean ‘execute by hanging'.
» Prove (regular) has an irregular past participle proven which is sometimes
used instead of proved, especially as an adjective (e.g. a proven liar).
e Says is pronounced /sez/.
e Speed can also have regular forms, especially in the expression speeded up.
e Spit has both spit and spat as past tense and participle in American English.
e Sung and sunk are sometimes used instead of sang and sank.

2 active verb tenses

1 present, future and past; simple, progressive and perfect

English verbs can refer to present, future or past time,

present: I'm watching you.

future: She will see you tomorrow.

past: Who said that?
For each kind of time, there are three possibilities with most verbs:
simple; progressive or continuous (be + -ing » 3); and perfect
(have + past participle »6).

simple present: | start

present progressive: | am starting

present perfect: | have started
Some grammarians use the word ‘tense’ only for simple forms like goes or went;
for forms like is going or has gone they prefer to talk about progressive or perfect
‘aspect’, and they say that English has ‘no future tense'. These are principally
questions of terminology, not grammatical fact, and have no practical
importance. In Practical English Usage the term 'tense’ is used for all verb forms
and structures that indicate time.

2 tenses and time

There is not a direct relationship between verb forms and time. For example, a
past verb like went is not only used to talk about past events (e.g. We went to
Morocco lastJanuary), but also about unreal or uncertain present or future
events (e.g. It would be better if we went home now). And present verbs can be
used to talk about the future (e.g. | m seeing Daniel tomorrow). Also, progressive
and perfect forms express ideas that are not simply concerned with time - for
example continuation, completion, present importance.

grammar « 2 active verb tenses



table of active verb tenses

This is a list of all the active affirmative forms of an ordinary English verb, with
their names, examples, and very brief descriptions of typical uses. For more
information about the forms and their uses, see the entries for each tense in

» Sections 3-5.
NAME

simple present

present
progressive

present perfect

present perfect
progressive

(simple) future

future progressive

future perfect

future perfect

progressive

simple past

CONSTRUCTION

same as base
form/infinitive,
but -5 on third
person singular
(e.g. llyou/we/
they work; he/she
works)

am/arelis .. .ing

have/has + past
participle

have/has been
.ing

will + infinitive
(I/we shall also
possible)

will be .. .ing
(I/we shall also
possible)

will have + past
participle
(I/we shall also
possible)

will have been
.. .ing

(I/we shall also
possible)

regular verbs:
base form/
infinitive + -(e)d
irregular verbs:
various forms

EXAMPLE

It always rains in
November.

I can't talk to you
now; I'm
working.

| have worked
with children
before, so | know
what to expect.

It has been
raining all day.

It will rain
tomorrow.

This time
tomorrow I'll be
lying on the
beach.

I will have
finished the
repairs by this
evening.

In June | will
have been
working herefor
ten years.

I worked all last
weekend.

| saw Jack
yesterday.

Verbs

TYPICAL USE

‘general’ time;
permanent
situations (» 31)

actions
continuing at the
moment of
speaking (» 32)

past action with
some present
connection (» 47)

continuation up
to the present
(» 50)

information
about the future
(» 38)

continuing
situation at a
particular future
time (» 41)

completion by a
particular future
time (» 40)

continuity up to a
particular future
time (» 40)

past events (» 44)
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NAME

past progressive

CONSTRUCTION

was/were .. .ing

EXAMPLE

I saw Jack when |
was coming out

TYPICAL USE

action continuing
at a particular

ofthe past time (» 45)
supermarket.
past perfect had + past I couldnt get in action before a
participle because | had lost particular past

my keys. time (» 53)

continuation up
to a particular
past time (» 55)

| was tired
because | had
been working all
day.

past perfect
progressive

had been .. .ing

For irregular past tenses and past participles, » 1. For question forms, »216.
For the use of present forms to talk about the future, »35-37.

For past verbs with present or future meanings, »46.  For subjunctives (e.g. . .. thatshe go), »232.
For passive verb forms, »57. For infinitives, »89. For imperatives, »224. For -ing forms, »93.
For auxiliary verbs, » IS. For verb forms constructed with modal auxiliary verbs, »68.1.

For negatives, »217.

3 progressive structures

1 construction

Progressive verb structures (also called ‘continuous’) are made with be + -ing.
I am waitingfor the shops to open, (present progressive)
Your suit is being cleaned, (present progressive passive)
She phoned while | was cooking, (past progressive)
Will you be going out this evening? (future progressive)
I'd like to be lying on the beach now. (progressive infinitive)
Progressive and perfect forms can be combined.
I didn't know how long she had been sitting there, (past perfect progressive)

2 terminology and use

A progressive does not simply show the time of an event. It also shows how the
speaker sees the event - generally as ongoing and temporary, not completed or
permanent. (Because of this, grammars often talk about 'progressive aspect’
rather than 'progressive tenses’.) Compare:
- I've read your email, (completed action)

I've been reading a lot of thrillers recently, (not necessarily completed)
- The Rhine runs into the North Sea. (permanent)

We’ll have to phone the plumber - water's running down the kitchen wall.

(temporary)

When a progressive is used to refer to a short momentary action, it often
suggests repetition.

Why are youjumping up and down?

The door was banging in the wind.
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3 distancing: | was wondering . . .

Progressives can make requests, questions and statements less direct.
(They sound less definite than simple forms, because they suggest something
temporary and incomplete.)

I’m hoping you can lend me £10. (less definite than | hope . ..)

What time are you planning to arrive?

I'm lookingforward to seeingyou again.

I'm afraid we must be going.

I was wondering ifyou had two single rooms.

Will you be going away at the weekend?

For more about this kind of distancing, » 311.

For more details of the use of progressives, see the individual entries on the present progressive, past
progressive, etc.

4 non-progressive verbs

1 verbs not often used in progressive (‘continuous') forms

Some verbs are not often used in progressive forms.

I like this music, (not I'm liking this music.)

I called her because | needed to talk, (not ... because | was needing to talk.)
Some other verbs are not used in progressive forms when they have certain
meanings (see below). Compare:

I'm seeing the doctor at ten o'clock.

| see whatyou mean, (not I’m seeing whatyou mean.)

Many of these non-progressive verbs refer to states rather than actions. Some
refer to mental states (e.g. know, think, believe)-, some others refer to the use of
the senses (e.g. smell, taste).

Modal verbs (e.g. can, must) have no progressive forms, »68.1.

2 common non-progressive verbs

Here is a list of some common verbs which are not often used in progressive
forms (or which are not used in progressive forms with certain meanings).

mental and emotional states

believe (dis)like see (= understand)

doubt love suppose

feel (= have an opinion) prefer think (= have an opinion)
hate realise understand

imagine recognise want

know remember wish

use of the senses

feel see sound
hear smell taste
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communicating and causing reactions

agree impress promise
appear look (= seem) satisfy
astonish mean seem
deny please surprise
disagree

her

be deserve measure
belong fit need
concern include owe
consist involve own
contain lack possess
depend matter weigh (=

More details on usage are given in entries for some of these verbs.

progressive and non-progressive uses

Compare the progressive and non-progressive uses of some of the verbs listed
above.
- I'mfeelingfine, (or Ifeelfine. »463.1)
Ifeel we shouldn't do it. (not I'm feeling we shouldn't do it. - feel here = have
an opinion.)
- What are you thinking about?
What do you think of the government? (not What are-you thinking of the
government? - think here = have an opinion.)
- I'm seeing Leslie tomorrow.
| see whatyou mean, (not I'm seeing whatyou mean. - see here
= understand.)
- Why are you smelling the meat? Is it bad?
Does the meat smell bad? (not Is the meat smelling bad? »581.)
- I'm just tasting the cake to see ifit's OK.
The cake tastes wonderful, (not The cake’ tasting wonderful. » 603.)
- The scales broke when | was weighing myselfthis morning.
I weighed 68 kilos three months ago - and look at me now! (not | was
weighing 68 kilos . . . - weigh here = have weight.)
Occasionally 'non-progressive’ verbs are used in progressive forms in order to
emphasise the idea of change or development.
These days, more and more people prefer / are preferring to retire early.
The water tastes / is tasting better today.
/1s 1 get older, | remember/ I'm remembering less and less.
I'm liking it here more and more as time goes by.
Need, want and mean can have future or present perfect progressive uses.
Will you be needing the car this afternoon?
I've been wanting to go to Australiafor years.
I've been meaning to tellyou about Andrew. He .. .
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4 can see, etc

Can is often used with see, hear, feel, taste, smell, understand and remember to
give a kind of progressive meaning, especially in British English (» 84).

I can see Emma coming down the road.

Can you smell something burning?

5 -ing forms
Even verbs which are never used in progressive tenses have -ing forms which
can be used in other kinds of structure.
Knowing her tastes, | bought her a large box ofchocolates.
You can respect people’s views without agreeing with them.

5 progressive with always, etc

We can use always, continually and similar words with a progressive form to
mean ‘very often’.
I'm always losing my keys. Granny’s always giving people little presents.
I’m continually running into Oliver these days.
That cat'sforever getting shut in the bathroom.
This structure is used to talk about things which happen very often (perhaps
more often than expected), and which are unexpected or unplanned. Compare:
- When Alice comes to see me, | always meet her at the station, (a regular,
planned arrangement)
I'm always meeting Mrs Bailiffin the supermarket, (accidental, unplanned
meetings)
- When I was a child, we always had picnics on Saturdays in the summer.
(regular, planned)
Her mother was always arranging little surprise picnics and outings.
(unexpected, not regular)
The structure is often used in critical remarks.
He's always scratching himselfin public.

6 perfect structures

1 construction

Perfect verb forms are made with have + past participle.
She has lost her memory, (present perfect)
I told him that | had never heard ofthe place, (past perfect)
When | went back to the village the house had been pulled down, (past perfect
passive)
We will havefinished by tomorrow afternoon, (future perfect tense)
I'm sorry to have disturbed you. (perfect infinitive)
Having seen thefilm, | don't want to read the book, (perfect -ing form)
Perfect and progressive forms can be combined.
They have been living in Portugalfor the lastyear, (present perfect
progressive) -»
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2 terminology and use

A perfect verb form generally shows the time of an event as being earlier than
some other time (past, present or future). But a perfect does not only show the
time of an event. It also shows how the speaker sees the event - perhaps as
being connected to a later event, or as being completed by a certain time.
Because of this, academic grammars often talk about ‘perfect aspect' rather than
‘perfect tenses’.

For details of the use of the various perfect verb forms, see the Index.

7 subjects, objects and complements

1 subjects

The subject of a verb is a noun phrase, noun or pronoun that comes before it in
a statement. Often the subject indicates the agent - the person or thing that
causes the action of the verb.

My brother gave me this. Rain stopped play. You woke me up.
But the subject can also, for example, indicate the receiver or experiencer of an
action - it depends on the verb.

All the soldiers got medals. I saw the accident.
Subjects cannot normally be dropped.

not He has-changed his plans; will arrive tomorrow.

For special structures in which it is possible to drop subjects, » 224, 275.

2 transitive and intransitive verbs

Some verbs are usually followed by nouns, noun phrases or pronouns that act as
direct objects. These typically show who or what is affected by the action of the
verb. In grammars they are called 'transitive'. Examples are invite, surprise.

Let's invite Sophie and Bruce, (but not Lets invite.)

You surprised me. (but not You surprised.)
Some verbs are not normally followed by direct objects. These are called
‘intransitive'. Examples are sit, sleep.

Do sit down, (but not Do sit that chair.)

I usually sleep well, (but not She slept the baby.)
Many verbs can be both transitive and intransitive. Compare:

- England lost the match. - lcanteat this.

England lost. Let’ eat.

Some transitive verbs can be followed by two objects (indirect and direct).
For details, »8.

I'll send you theform tomorrow. I’'m going to buy Sarah someflowers.
Some verbs are used transitively and intransitively with different kinds of
subject; the intransitive use has a meaning rather like a passive (» 9) or reflexive
(» 178) verb. Compare:

- She opened the door. - The wind's moving the curtain.

The door opened. The curtains moving.
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Some transitive verbs can be followed by an object together with an object
complement (an expression that gives more information about the object).
For details, » 10.

You make me nervous. Lets paint it blue.

3 complements of place

Usually, a preposition is necessary before an expression of place.
She arrived at the station last night, (not She arrived the station .. )
Dont walk on the grass, (not Don’t walk the grass.)
A few verbs can be used with direct objects referring to place.
I like climbing mountains, (not I like climbing on mountains:)
Some verbs are incomplete without an expression of place.
He lives in York, (but not He lives.)

4 linking verbs

Some verbs are followed not by an object, but by a subject complement -
an expression which describes the subject. These are called ‘linking verbs’.
For details, » 11.

Your room is a mess. The bathroom is upstairs.

That looks nice. Ifelt a complete idiot.

8 verbs with two objects

1 indirect and direct objects: | gave Jack the keys.

Many verbs can have two objects - usually a person and a thing. This often
happens with verbs that are used to talk about transferring or communicating
things from one person to another, or doing things for somebody. A few other
verbs are also used in this way. Common examples:

bet get offer post send tell
bring give owe promise show throw
build leave pass read sing wish
buy lend pay refuse take write
cost make play sell teach

The thing that is given, sent, bought, etc is called the ‘direct object’; the person
who gets it is the 'indirect object'. Most often, the indirect object comes first.
| betyou ten dollars you can’t beat me at chess.
He built the children a tree house.
Shall | buy you some chocolate while I’'m out?
Could you bring me the paper?
The repair cost me a lot. I gave Jack the keys.
Ifyou’re going upstairs, could you get me my coat?
He left his children nothing when he died. Lend me your bike, can you?
Il make you a cake tomorrow. | owe my sister a lot of money.
Can | play you some relaxing music? 11l send her the report tomorrow.
They promised me all sorts ofthings. Daddy, read me a story.
He sent his mother a postcard. Lets take her someflowers.
Will you teach me poker? We bought the children pizzas.
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Throw me the ball. We wish you a Merry Christmas.
Not all verbs with this kind of meaning can be used like this, » 8.6.

indirect object last: | gave the keys to Jack.

We can also put the indirect object after the direct object. In this case it normally
has a preposition (usually to otfor).

I gave the keys to Jack. I handed my licence to the police officer.

Mrs Norman sent someflowers to the nurse.

Mother bought the ice creamfor you, notfor me.
(Not all grammars call these prepositional phrases ‘indirect objects’.)

two pronouns: Lend them to her.

When both objects are pronouns, it is common to put the indirect object last.
To is occasionally dropped after it in informal British English.

Lend them to her. Send some to him. Give it (to) me.
It is also possible to put the indirect object first.
Give her one. Send him some.

However, this structure is avoided in some cases: phrases ending with it or them
(e.g. He gave you it or Send them them) are often felt to be unnatural.

w/7-questions: Who did you buy it for?

Prepositions are used in o”-questions referring to tire indirect object.
Who did you buy itfor? (not Who did you buy it?)
Who was it sent to? (not Who was it sent?)

passives: I've been given a picture.

When these verbs are used in passive structures, the subject is usually the
person who receives something, not the thing which is sent, given, etc.
I 'vejust been given a lovely picture.
We were all bought little presents.
However, the thing which is given, sent, etc can be the subject if necessary.
‘What happened to the stujfhe left behind?” “Well, the picture was given to
Mr Ferguson.’

For details of these passive structures, »61.

structures with donate, push, carry, explain, suggest, describe
and take

Not all verbs that refer to transferring or communicating can be followed by
indirect object + direct object. The structure is not possible, for example, with
donate, push, carry, explain, suggest or describe.
They donated money to the museum, (butnot
TFELITIVY. )
| pushed the plate to Anna, (but not | pushed Anna the plate.)
He carried the baby to the doctor, (but not He carried the doctor the baby.)
I'd like him to explain his decision to us. (but not ... to explain us his

They-donated-the museurr

Can you suggest a good dentist to me? (but not Can you suggest me a good
elreldor ey

Please describe your wife to us. (but not Please describe usyour wife.)
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Take can be used with indirect object + direct object when it means ‘take to'
but not ‘take from’.
I took her some money. (= | took some money to her - not .. . from her.)

7 one object or two

Some verbs can be followed by either a direct object, or an indirect object, or
both.

I asked Jack. | asked a question. | asked Jack a question.
Other verbs like this include teach, tell, pay, show, sing, play and write. Note that
when sing, play and write have no direct object, we put to before the indirect
object. Compare:

Sing her a song. Sing to her. (not Sing her.)

Write me a letter. ~ Write to me when you get home.
(More common than Write me ... in standard British
English.)

For structures with object complements (e.g. They made him captain), » 10.

9 verbs with both active and
passive meanings

1 She opened the door. / The door opened.

Some verbs are used transitively and intransitively with different kinds of
subject. The intransitive use has a meaning rather like a passive (» 57) or
reflexive (» 178) verb. Compare:
- She opened the door.
The door opened.
- The winds moving the curtain.
The curtain's moving.
- Marriage has really changed her.
Shes changed a lot since she got married.
- We're selling a lot of copies ofyour book.
Your book's selling well.
- Something woke her.
Suddenly she woke.
-l can'tstart the car.
The car won't start.

2 It scratches easily.

The intransitive structure is used with many verbs referring to things we can do
to materials: e.g. bend, break, crack, melt, polish, scratch, stain, tear, unscrew.
Be careful whatyou put on the table - it scratches easily. (= You can easily
scratch it.)
These glasses are sofragile: they break ifyou look at them.
The carpet's made ofa special material that doesn* stain.
The handle won’t unscrew - canyou help me?
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10

verb + object + complement: You make
me nervous.

adjective and noun complements

Some transitive verbs can be followed by an object together with an object
complement (an expression that gives more information about the object).
This is often an adjective or noun phrase.

You make me nervous. Shes driving us crazy. Let's paint it blue.

Ifind her attitude strange. Don't call me a liar.

I dont know why they elected him President.

‘Would you like tojoin the committee?’ ‘I would consider it an honour.’
A complement may come before a long and heavy object. Compare:

He painted the wall red. (not He painted red the wall.)

He painted red the walls, the windowframes and the ceiling.

| see you as...

After some verbs, an object complement is introduced by as. This is common
when we say how we see or describe somebody/something.

| see you as a basically kind person.

She described her attacker as a tall dark man with a beard.

His mother regards him as a genius.

After tests, they identified the metal as gold.
The structure is also possible with as being.

The police do not regard him as (being) dangerous.

| considered him to be ...

Some verbs that refer to thoughts, feelings and opinions (e.g. believe, consider,
feel, know, find, understand) can be followed by object + infinitive (usually
to be) in a formal style. In an informal style, f/iaf-clauses are more common.
I considered him to be an excellent choice.
(Less formal: | considered that he was an excellent choice.)
We supposed them to be married.
(Less formal: We supposed that they were married.)
They believed her to be reliable.
(Less formal: They believed that she was reliable.)
This structure is very unusual with think.
I thought that she was mistaken.
(More natural than I thought her to be mistaken.)
To be can be dropped after consider.
I considered him (to be) an excellent choice.
Passive forms of these structures may be less formal than active forms (» 10.6).

For more details of structures withfeel, »463; for know, »504; for think, » 606.

They found her (to be) ...

Afterfind + object, to be suggests the result of a test or investigation. Compare:
- Everybodyfound her very pleasant.
The doctorsfound her to be perfectlyfit.
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- Ifound the bicycle very comfortable to ride.
The testersfound this bicycle to be the best valuefor money.

5 introductory It she made it clear that.. .

When the object of a verb is a clause, infinitive structure or -ing structure, and
there is an object complement, it is common to use it as a preparatory object.
Compare:

She made her views clear.

She made it clear that she disagreed, (not She made that she disagreed clear.)

For details of this structure, » 269.

6 passive structures

Passive versions of these structures are common (» 65).
It was painted blue. He was elected President.
Her attacker was described as a tall man with a beard.
The metal was identified as gold.
He is not regarded as being dangerous.
For a long time he was thought to be a spy.
She was believed to belong to a revolutionary organisation.
Seven people are understood to have been injured in the explosion.
It was considered impossible to change the date.

For the structures that are possible after a particular verb, see a good dictionary.

11 linking verbs: be, seem, look, etc

1 common linking verbs
Some verbs are used to join an adjective or noun complement to a subject.
These verbs can be called 'linking verbs’, 'copulas’ or ‘copular verbs'. Common
examples: be, seem, appear, look, sound, smell, taste, feel, become, get.

The weather is horrible. She became a racehorse trainer.
I dofeel afool. The stew smells good.
That car looksfast. It getting late.

2 adjectives after linking verbs

After linking verbs we use adjectives, not adverbs. Compare:
He spoke intelligently. (Intelligently is an adverb. It tells you about how the
person spoke.)
He seems intelligent. (Intelligent is an adjective. It tells you about the person
himself - rather like saying He is intelligent. Seem is a linking verb.)

3 other uses

Some of these verbs are also used with other meanings as ordinary non-linking
verbs. They are then used with adverbs, not adjectives. Compare:

The problem appeared impossible, (not .. . impossibly.)

Isabel suddenly appeared in the doorway, (not...sudden ...)
Other verbs used in two ways like this are look (» 518), taste (» 603) and feel
(» 463).
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4 change: become, get, grow, etc

Some linking verbs are used to talk about change, or the absence of change.
The most common are: become, get, grow, go, turn, stay, remain, keep.

It’s becoming colder. I'm getting sleepy.

It’s growing late. The leaves are going brown.

How does she stay soyoung? | hope you will always remain so happy.
Keep calm. His hair is turning grey.

For the differences between these verbs, »394.

5 other verbs followed by adjectives

Sometimes other verbs, too, can be followed by adjectives. This happens when
we are really describing the subject of the sentence, and not the action of the
verb. It is common in descriptions with sit, stand, lie, fall.

The valley lay quiet and peaceful in the sun.

She sat motionless, waitingfor their decision.

Hefell unconscious on thefloor, (not ... unconsciously . ..)
Adjectives can also be used in the structure verb + object + adjective, to
describe the object of the verb.

New super gub washes clothes super white, (not.. .whitely...)

He pulled his belt tight and started off. (not ... tightly...)

For the difference between adjectives and adverbs, » 193.
For cases like drive slow, think positive, » 194.2, 194.4. For more about structures after verbs, » 16.
See also the entries for particular linking verbs.

12 two-part verbs: phrasal verbs

1 verb + adverb particle: get back, walk out

Many English verbs can be followed by small adverbs (‘adverb particles’)- These
two-part verbs are often called '‘phrasal verbs'.

Get back! She walked out. I switched the light off.
Common adverb particles: about, across, ahead, along, (a)round, aside, away,
back, by, down, forward, in, home, off, on, out, over, past, through, up.
Some of these words can also be used as prepositions. Compare:

| switched the light off. (adverb particle)

ljumped offthe wall, (preposition)

For a detailed comparison, » 195.

2 idiomatic meanings: break out; turn up

The meaning of a phrasal verb is often very different from the meanings of the
two parts taken separately.
War broke out in 1939. (Broke out is not the same as broke + out.)
Joe turned up last night. (= ‘appeared’ - not the same as turned + up.)
I looked the word up in the dictionary. (Look up is not the same as look + up.)
We put off the meeting till Tuesday. (Put offis not the same as put + off.)
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3 phrasal verbs with and without objects

Some phrasal verbs are intransitive (they do not have objects).
/ got up at 7.00 today. That colour really stands out.
Others are transitive.
Could you switch the light off? I helped Anna to clean up the room.

I word order with objects

Adverb particles can go either before or after noun objects (unlike most
adverbs). » 196.1

She switched off the light, or She switched the light off.
But they can only go after pronoun objects.

She switched it off. (not She switched offit.)

Is that the light which you switched off? (not .

switched?)
Give me back my watch, or Give me my watch back, (not <

e

For details of particular phrasal verbs, see a good dictionary.

13 two-part verbs: prepositional verbs

1 verb + preposition: listen to; look at

Many English verbs are regularly followed by prepositions before objects.
You never listen to me. (not You never listen me.)
Luke walked down the road without looking at anybody.

Prepositions are not used when there is no object.
Listen! (not Listen tol!)

2 idiomatic meanings: look after, get over

The meaning of a prepositional verb can be very different from the meanings of
the two parts taken separately.
Could you look after the kids while I'm out? (Look after is not the same as
look + after.)
He took ages to get over his illness. (Get over is not the same as get +over.)

3 word order: What are you thinking about?

When an object comes at the beginning of a clause (e.g. in a question or relative
clause), a prepositional verb usually stays together, so that a preposition can be
separated from its object and go at the end of the clause. For details of this and
other preposition-final structures, »209.
What are you thinking about? (not About what are you thinking?)
I'vefound the book which | was lookingfor. (More natural in an informal
style than ... the bookfor which | was looking.)

4 verbs with prepositions and particles together

A few verbs can be used with both an adverb particle (» 12) and a preposition
(making them three-part verbs).
I getalong with her quite well Stop talking and get on with your work. -»
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It's hard to put up with people who won't stop talking.

Ifyou’re on the road on Saturday night, look outfor drunk drivers.
11l think about it and get back to you.

She went up to the officer and explained her problem.

I'm lookingforward to the party.

For the difference between prepositions and adverb particles, » 195.
For prepositional verbs in the passive, »62.
For details of particular prepositional verbs, see a good dictionary.

14 verbs of movement: she ran in, etc

15

When we want to talk about a movement, its direction and its nature, there are
several possibilities.
We can use three separate words for the three ideas:
She came in running.
We can use a verb which includes the idea of direction, and describe the nature
of the movement separately:
She entered running.
Or we can use a verb which makes clear the nature of the movement, and
describe the direction separately:
She ran in.
In English, the third of these solutions is the most common.
I walked back. (More natural than | went back walking.)
She danced across the garden.
(More natural than She crossed the garden dancing.)
ljumped down the stairs.
(More natural than | came down the stairsjumping.)
They crawled out of the cellar. The eagleflew away.

verb + verb: auxiliary verbs

the need for auxiliary verbs

In English sentences, a lot of important meanings are expressed by the verb
phrase - for example questioning, negation, time, completion, continuation,
repetition, willingness, possibility, obligation. But English verbs do not have
many different one-word forms: the maximum (except for be) is five (e.g. see,
sees, seeing, saw, seen). So to express all these meanings, ‘auxiliary’ (or ‘helping’)
verbs are added to other verbs. There are two groups.

be, do and have

Be is added to other verbs to make progressive and passive forms.

Is it raining? She was imprisoned by a military court.
Do is used to make questions, negatives and emphatic forms of non-
auxiliary verbs.

Do you smoke? It didn't matter. Do come in.
Have is used to make perfect forms.
What have you done? | realised that | hadn't turned the lights off.

For details, » Section 2.
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3 modal auxiliary verbs

The verbs will, shall, would, should, can, could, may, might, must and ought are
usually called 'modal auxiliary verbs’. They are used with other verbs to add
various meanings, mosdy to do with certainty or obligation.

She may be in Mexico. You must call Uncle Arthur.
For details, » Section 7.

4 other verb + verb structures

Other verbs (e.g. seem) which are used in verb + verb structures are not usually
called 'auxiliary verbs'. One important difference is grammatical. In auxiliary
verb structures, questions and negatives are made without do; in other verb +
verb structures the auxiliary do has to be added to the first verb. Compare:

- She should understand. - She seems to understand.
Should she understand? Does she seem to understand?
- He isswimming. - He likes swimming.
He is not swimming He doesn't like swimming.

For more about these structures, »16.

16 verb + verb: other structures

1 infinitives, -ing forms and clauses

Many verbs besides auxiliaries can be followed by forms of other verbs (or by
structures including other verbs). This can happen, for example, if we talk about
our attitude to an action: the first verb describes the attitude and the second
refers to the action. The second verb structure is often rather like the direct
object of the first verb.

I hope to see you soon. | enjoy playing cards. I saw that she was crying.
Different structures are possible, depending on the particular verb. Some verbs
can be followed by infinitives with or without to (» 97-98), some verbs can be
followed by -ing forms with or without a preposition (» 100), and some by
clauses. Many verbs can be followed by more than one of these structures, often
with a difference of meaning or use. For each verb, it is necessary to know which
structures are possible.

We seem to have a problem, (not We seem having a problem.)

Can | help wash the dishes?

It’s not very easy to stop smoking, (not ... to stop to smoke.)

We're thinking ofmoving, (not We're thinking to move.)

| suggest thatyou see a solicitor, or | suggest seeing a solicitor, (not | suggest

Sometimes the first verb does not give information about the subject - it says
more about the action which the second verb refers to.

| happened to see Alice the other day.

We’re starting to get invited to some of the neighbours' parties.

My keys seem to have disappeared.
It is possible to have ‘chains’ of verbs following each other.

| keepforgetting to go shopping. Don let me stop you working.

He seems to be trying to sit up.

I don't want to have to get her to start telling lies.
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verb + object + verb

Many verbs can be followed by an object as well as a verb structure.
I'd likeyou to meet Sophie.
We all wantyou to be happy, (not -
We've got to stop him making afool of himself.
When are you going to get the clock repaired?
Nobody told me thatyou were here.

For more about verbs followed by infinitives and -ing forms, » Section 9.

For causative structures like get the clock repaired, »107-109.
For (ftaf-clauses after verbs, »258-259, 264.
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Section 2 Be, have and do
INTRODUCTION

These three verbs live a double life. They can be auxiliary verbs used to form
questions, negatives, emphatic forms, perfect and progressive tenses, and
passives. Be can also be a linking verb, and have and do can be ordinary full
verbs. For this reason, each of them can appear twicein a single phrase.

I am being served. Have you had an invitation? What do you do?
There are some grammatical complications, particularly as regards have.
For details, see the following entries.

Do you know what's wrong with these, and why?

O 1was being depressed when you phoned. » 18

I don’t often be sick. » 19

A hole is in my sleeve. »20.1

It is a lot of noise in the street. »20.1

I don’t know how many people there is in the waiting room. » 20.1

There was swimming a girl in the lake. »20.4

There seems to be some problems. »20.5

There was the door open. »20.7

Do you have heard the news? »22.2

I'm not having seen her anywhere. »22.3

Had you a good trip? »23.2

I've lunch at 12.30 most days. »23.2

She is having three brothers. »24.2

Do you have got a headache? »24.6

‘Have you got a pen?’ ‘Sorry, | haven’t got.V 24.6

I had got a cold last week. »24.6

You have right. »25.1

She has nearly thirty. »25.2

It’s 37 kilos heavy. »25.2

Like you football? »27.1

Do you can play football? »27.1

I like not football. »27.2
haven’t got time to get the tickets. Who’s going to do so? »29.2
like the saxophone, and | have always done it. »29.3

PO0OOOO0O0O0O00O0DOOOOOO0OOOOO0OO

CONTENTS OF THIS SECTION

17 be: general 24 have (got): possession,

18 be: progressive forms relationships and other states
19 be with auxiliary do 25 be and have

20 thereis 26 do: introduction

21 have: introduction 27 do: auxiliary verb

22 have: auxiliary verb 28 do: substitute verb (7 may do.)
23 have: actions 29 do so/it/that
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17 be”™general

Be can be an auxiliary verb, used to form progressive and passive structures
(» 3, 57).
What are you doing?
We weren’t told about the meeting.
As an auxiliary verb, be can have progressive forms in passive structures
(» 57.2).
The hospital is being rebuilt.
I knew we were being watched.
Be can also be a linking verb, used to join a subject to a complement.
This is difficult.
Andy was very tired.
Progressive forms of the linking verb be are not usual.
It cold today, (not It's being cold today.)
But they are possible in some cases (> 18).
You’re being stupid.
Questions and negatives are formed without do, but do is used in negative and
emphatic imperatives (» 19).
Don’t be afraid.
Do be careful, (stronger than Be careful.)

For the structure there is, used to introduce indefinite subjects, » 20.
For be + infinitive (e.g. She is to arrive tomorrow), »42. For contractions (e.g. I'm, isn't), »337.

18 be: progressive forms

I am being / you are being, etc + adjective/noun

We can use this structure to talk about temporary situations to do with actions
and behaviour, but not usually to talk about feelings. Compare:
- You’re being stupid. (= You're doing stupid things.)

I was being very careful. (= | was doing something carefully.)

Who’s being a silly baby, then?
- I’'m happy at the moment, (not I'm being happy at the moment.)

I was depressed when you phoned, (not | was being depressed . . )
Note the difference between He's being sick (BrE = Hes vomiting - bringing food
up from the stomach) and He’s sick (= He’s ill).

For the use of am being, etc in passive verb forms, »57.2.

19 be with auxiliary do

Normally, be is used without the auxiliary do.

I’m not often sick, (not 1-don't often be sick.)
But do is used to make negative imperative sentences with be (when we tell
somebody not to do something).

Don’t be silly! Don be such a nuisance!
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And do be can begin emphatic imperatives.

Do be careful! Do be quiet!
In an informal style, people sometimes use do with be in one or two other
structures which have a similar meaning to imperative sentences.

Why don’tyou be a good boy and sit down?

Ifyou don't be quietyou'll go straight to bed.

For other auxiliary uses of do, »27.

20 there is

1 use

In sentences which say that something exists (or does not exist) somewhere, we
usually use there as a kind of preparatory subject, and put the real subject after
the verb. Note the pronunciation of there: usually /63(r)/, not /gea(r)/.
There's a hole in my sleeve. (More natural than A hole is in my sleeve.)
There’s ice on the lake. (More natural than Ice is on the lake.)
It cannot be used in this way.
There is a lot of noise in the street, (not It is a lot of noise in the street.)
There are is used with plural subjects.
I don’t know how many people there are in the waiting room.

However, there’s can begin sentences with plural subjects in informal speech.
There’s two men at the door, Dad.
There’s some grapes in thefridge, ifyou're still hungry.

2 indefinite subjects

We use there in this way particularly with subjects that have indefinite articles,
no article, or indefinite determiners like some, any, no; and with indefinite
pronouns like somebody, nothing.

There are some people outside.

There were no footsteps to be seen.

Is there anybody at home?

There was dancing in the streets.

There's something worrying me.
Note the use of wrong and the matter (» 524).

There's something wrong. Is there anything the matter?
Note also the structures with sense, point, use (» 373) and need.

Theres no sense in making him angry.

Is there any point in talking about it again?

Do you think there's any use trying to explain?

There's no need to hurry - we've got plenty oftime. -»
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all tenses

There can be used in this way with all tenses of be.
Once upon a time there were three wicked brothers.
There has never been anybody like you.

There will be snow later in the week.

And there can be used in question tags (» 306.4).

There'll be enoughfor everybody, won't there?

structures with auxiliary be

There can also be used in structures where be is a progressive or passive
auxiliary. Note the word order.
There was a girl swimming in the lake. (= A girl was swimming . . .)

There have been more Americans killed in road accidents than in all the wars
since 1900. (= More Americans have been Kkilled . . )

There'll be somebody meeting you at the airport.

more com plex structures

There can be used with modal verb + be, and with some other verbs (e.g. seem,
appear, happen, tend) before to be.

There might be drinks ifyou waitfor a bit.

There must be something we can do.

If the police hadn't closed the road, there could have been a bad accident.

There seem to be some problems, (not There seems to be . . .)

Could you be quiet? There happens to be a lecture going on.

There tends to bejealousy when a new little brother or sister comes along.
Note also the structure there is/are certain/sure/likely/bound to be.

There is sure to be trouble when she gets his message.

Do you think there are likely to be delays?
Infinitives (there to be) and -ing forms (there being) are also used.

I don't want there to be any more trouble.

Whats the chance of there being an election this year?

other verbs: there lived . ..

In a formal or literary style, some other verbs can be used with there besides be.
These are mostly verbs which refer to states or arrivals.

In a small town in Germany there once lived a poor shoemaker.

There remains nothing more to be done.

Suddenly there entered a strangefigure dressed all in black.

Therefollowed an uncomfortable silence.

definite subjects

There is not normally used in a sentence with a definite subject (e.g. a noun with
a definite article, or a proper name).

The door was open, (not There was the door open.)

James was at the party, (not There was James a-t-theparty.)
One exception to this is when we simply name people or things, in order to
draw attention to a possible solution to a problem.
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‘Who could we ask?’ ‘Well, there's James, or Miranda, or Anna, or Emma,
‘Where can he sleep?’ ‘Well, there’ always the attic.’
Another apparent exception is in oral stories that begin There was this.. when
this has an indefinite sense.
There was this man, see, and he couldntget up in the mornings. So he .. .

21 have: introduction

Have is used in several different ways:

a asan auxiliary verb, to make perfect verb forms (» 22)

Have you heard about Daniel and Corinne?
| remembered hisface, but | hadforgotten his name.

b to talk about actions and experiences (» 23)

I’'m going to have a bath. What time do you usually have breakfast?
¢ to talk about possession, relationships and other states (» 24)
They have three cars. Have you (got) any brothers or sisters?

Do you often have headaches?

d with an infinitive, to talk about obligation, like must (» 74)
lhad to work last Saturday.
e with object + verb form, to talk about causing or experiencing actions and
events (» 109)
He soon had everybody laughing. I must have my shoes repaired.
We had our car stolen last week.

For contractions {I've, haven't, etc), »337. For weak forms, »315. For had better + infinitive, »77.

22 have: auxiliary verb

have + past participle

1 perfect verb forms

We use have as an auxiliary verb with past participles, to make perfect verb
forms.
You've heard about Daniel and Corinne? (present perfect: »47, 52)
| realised that | had met him before, (past perfect: »53-55)
We’ll have been living herefor two years next Sunday, (future perfect
progressive: »40)
I'd like to have lived in the eighteenth century, (perfect infinitive: »89)
Having been there before, he knew what to expect, (perfect participle) -»
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1 questions and negatives

Like all auxiliary verbs, have makes questions and negatives without do.
Have you heard the news? (not Do you have heard ... ?)
I haven't seen them, (not | don't have seen them.)

1 progressive forms

There are no progressive forms of the auxiliary verb have.
I haven't seen her anywhere, (not I’'m not having seen her anywhere.)

For contractions, »337. For weak forms, » 315.

23 have: actions

1 meaning and typical expressions

We often use have + object to talk about actions and experiences, especially in
an informal style.

Lets have a drink. I'm going to have a bath. (BrE)

I'll have a think (BrE) and letyou know what | decide.

Have a good time.
In expressions like these, have can be the equivalent of 'eat’, 'drink’, ‘enjoy’,
‘experience' or many other things - the exact meaning depends on the following
noun. Common expressions:

have breakfast / lunch / supper / dinner / tea / coffee / a drink / a meal

have a bath (BrE) / a wash / a shave / a shower (BrE)

have a rest/ a lie-down (BrE) / a sleep / a dream

have a good time / a bad day / a nice evening / a day off/ a holiday (BrE)

have a goodjourney / flight / trip, etc

have a talk / a chat/ a word with somebody / a conversation / a disagreement/

a row (BrE) / a quarrel / afight

have a swim / a walk / a ride / a dance / a game of tennis, etc

have a try | ago (BrE) have a look have a baby (= give birth)

have difficulty / trouble (in) .. .ing (something)

have an accident / an operation / a nervous breakdown
Note American English take a bath/shower/rest/swim/walk.
Have can also be used to mean 'receive' (e.g. I've had a phone callfrom Emma).

For other common structures in which nouns are used to talk about actions, » 132.

2 grammar

In this structure, we make questions and negatives with do. Progressive forms
are possible. Contractions and weak forms of have are not used.

Did you have a good time (not Had you a good time?)

I'm having a bad day.

I have lunch at 12.30 most days, (not I’ve lunch .. .)
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24have (got): possession, relationships and
other states

1 meanings

We often use have to talk about states: possession, relationships, illnesses, the
characteristics of people and things, and similar ideas.
Herfather has an office in Westminster.
They hardly have enough money to live on.
Do you have any brothers or sisters?
The Prime Minister had a bad cold.
My grandmother didn’t have a very nice personality.
Sometimes have simply expresses the fact of being in a particular situation.
She has a houseful of children this weekend.
I think we have mice.

2 progressive forms not used

Progressive forms of have are not used for these meanings.
She has three brothers, (not She is having three brothers.)
Do you have a headache?

3 questions and negatives with do

In American English and modern British English, questions and negatives are
commonly formed with do for these meanings.

Does the house have a garden?

Her parents did not have very much money.

4 shorter question and negative forms: have you . .. ?, she has not

Short question and negative forms (e.g. have you .. .?, she has not) were
common in older English. In modem English they are rather formal and
uncommon (except in a few fixed expressions like | haven't thefaintest idea).
They are not normally used in American English.
- Haveyou an appointment? (formal BrE only)

Do you have an appointment? (AmE/BrE)
- Angela has not the charm ofher older sisters, (formal BrE only)

Angela does not have the charm . .. (AmE/BrE)

5 have got

In conversation and informal writing, we often use the double form have got.
I've got a new boyfriend. (More natural in speech than I have a new
boyfriend.)
Has your sister got a car? I haven’tgotyour keys.
Note that have got means exacdy the same as have in this case - itis a present
tense of have, not the present perfect of get.

6 have got: details

Do is not used in questions and negatives with got.
Have you got a headache? (not Do you have got. . .)
The house hasn't got a cellar, (not The house doesn't have got. . )
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Gof-forms of have are not used in short answers or tags.
‘Have you got a light?’ ‘No, | haven't.” (not No, | haven’tgot.)
Anne's got a bike, hasn't she?
Gof-forms of have are less common in the past tense.
I had some problems last week, (not | had got some problems. . .)
Did you have good teachers when you were at school?
Gotis not generally used with infinitives, participles or -ing forms of have:you
cannot usually say to have got a headache or having got a brother. The infinitive
of have got is occasionally used after modal verbs (e.g. She must have got a new
boyfriend).
Have got is rather less common in American English, especially in questions and
negatives.
In very informal American speech, people may drop ve (but not's) before got.
I('ve) got a problem.
Got- and do-forms may be mixed in American English, especially when short
answers, reply questions and tags follow gof-forms.
‘I've got a new apartment.” ‘You do?’

repeated states: got not used

When we are talking about repeated or habitual states, gof-forms of have are less
often used. Compare:
- | have/ Ivegot a headache.
| often have headaches.
- Doyou have/ Have you got time to go to London this weekend?
Do you ever have time to go to London?
- Sorry, I don't have / haven't got any beer.
We don’t usually have beer in the house.

repetition: a change in British English

Traditionally in British English, do was used with have mostly in references to
habit or repetition. Compare:

Do you often have meetings?

Have you (got) a meeting today?
In modern British English (which is heavily influenced by American English),
rfo-forms are common even when there is no idea of repetition.

Do you have time to go to the beach this weekend? (AmE / modern BrE)

be and have

physical conditions: hunger, thirst, etc

To talk about experiencing hunger, thirst, heat, cold and certain other common
physical conditions, we normally use be (orfeel) + adjective, not have + noun.
Note the following expressions:
be hungry (not have hunger), be thirsty, be warm, be hot, be cold, be sleepy,
be afraid
Note also:
be right, be wrong be lucky

grammar * 25 be and have



Be, have and do  Section 2

2 age, height, weight, size and colour

Be is also used to talk about age, height, length, weight, size, shape and colour.
I’'m nearly thirty.

She is nearly my age. He is sixfeet tall.
I wish I was ten kilos lighter. What size are your shoes?
The room is ten metres long. What colour are his eyes?

She is the same height as herfather.
Be heavy is not usually used in measuring expressions.
It weighs 37 kilos, (not It's 37 kilos heavy.)

For have in expressions like have a bath, have a drink, have a walk, »23.

26 do: introduction

Do has three main uses.

1 auxiliary verb

The auxiliary do is used to form the questions and negatives of other verbs, as
well as emphatic and shortened forms. For details, »27.

Did you remember to buy milk? This doesnt taste very nice.

I do like your earrings. ‘Jack eats too much." ‘He certainly does.’

2 general-purpose verb

Do is also an ordinary (non-auxiliary) verb. It can refer to almost any kind of
activity, and is used when it is not necessary or not possible to be more precise.
For details, and the difference between do and make, »435.

What areyou doing?  Dontjust stand there. Do something.

I'vefinished the phone calls, and I'll do the letters tomorrow.

3 