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Objectives for today’s webinar

• To share your experience with English clubs

• To raise issues and questions about English clubs

• To exchange ideas and practical tips on facilitating English clubs

• To review principles which make English clubs communicative

• To re-visit / introduce English Club Resource books and highlight some 
activities

English Connects



Your questions and issues

• How to motivate teachers to lead English clubs?

• How to motivate students to participate in English clubs?

• How to make club activities more communicative?

• How to increase student talking time?

• Which classroom management ideas are suitable for English clubs?

English Connects



https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/en/programmes/
education/english-connects/english-club-resources

https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/en/programmes/education/english-connects/english-club-resources


Sharing your experience with English clubs

1. What do you do in your role as an English club leader?

2. How do you organize English clubs?

3. How many students usually attend? 

4. What is the level of English most club participants?

5. What motivates students to attend English clubs?

6. What challenges do you face with English clubs?

7. Which topics do English club participants like?

8. Which topics do English club participants dislike?



Give your colleagues advice about English clubs
“If you want to have a successful English club you....”

should… should not…
• make the club fun for students.
•

•

•

•

• treat the club like a regular English class.
•

•

•

•



A good English club should….

• Encourage participants to talk about their lives and their ideas.

• Divide into small groups to discuss questions or to do activities.

• Give participants opportunities to express themselves creatively in 
English 

• Use drama, poetry, storytelling and art or dance, with a post-
performance discussion in English.

• Be free from course syllabus, exams and strict learning objectives.

• Be a social, friendly and fun experience.

Adapted from https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/english-clubs

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/english-clubs


The teacher, Aminata, decides to do a role play activity. She asks 

two students to come to the front to perform the role play. The 

other students watch. After the two students finish, she gets the 

class to clap for them, and tells them to sit down.  She then asks 

another pair to come to the front to perform the role play. The 

other students watch. After they’ve finished, everyone claps and 

they sit down. She continues like this. By the end of the English 

Club about half the pairs have performed the role play.

What advice would you give this teacher?



Pairwork A:  Advantages / Disadvantages?



Pairwork B:  Advantages / Disadvantages?



Which type of 
pairwork….

A

B

• is ‘displaying’ student 
language?

• is more like real-life 
communication?

• gives more students speaking 
practice? 

• needs more teacher set-up?
• needs more teacher 

monitoring?



• Picture B shows ‘closed 
pairwork’. It allows more 
students to practise their 
speaking skills at the same 
time, which leads to more 
learning.

A

B

• Picture A shows ‘display 
pairwork’. Only the two 
students are speaking and 
showing their skills to the 
others.



Challenges of closed pairwork:

1) students may use their L1 instead of English 

2) they may talk about something else 

3) they may make mistakes in their English use 

4) they may make a lot of noise 

Choose one of the problems. How would you overcome it in your 
English Club?



Challenges of closed pairwork:

1) students may use their L1 instead of English

-the teacher should pre-teach and display key vocabulary and phrases

2) they may talk about something else 

-the teacher should walk around, monitor and encourage students to stay on 
task

3) they may make mistakes in their English use 

-the teacher should make a note of errors and give feedback after the activity 
without identifying the students who made the error

4) they may make a lot of noise 

-this may not be such a big problem; encourage students to speak quietly



Can you organize your 
students in these ways?  
Why / why not?

Group Board Race

Mingle ActivityOnion Ring



Mingle



Onion Ring



Group Board Race



Communicative or not?  Why?

1.Students work in pairs to improvise a role play at the doctor’s surgery.

2. Students read a text aloud from their textbook.

3. Students work in small groups to write a ghost story.

4. Students perform a skit that the teacher has written beforehand.

5. Students work in pairs. One student describes their best friend. Their 

partner has to draw their best friend from the description.



Communicative or not?  Why?
1.Students work in pairs to improvise a role play at the doctor’s surgery.

• Yes. The students are creating language and are all speaking.

2. Students read a text aloud from their textbook.

• No.  They are just repeating.

3. Students work in small groups to write a ghost story.

• Yes. They are creating language.

4. Students perform a skit that the teacher has written beforehand.

• No. They are just repeating.

5. Students work in pairs. One student describes their best friend. Their 

partner has to draw their best friend from the description.

• Yes.  They need to come up with the language and actively listen.



What is wrong with this picture?
Give the teacher some advice.



What is wrong with this picture?
Give the teacher some advice.

• Elicit student interest in the topic

• Provide key vocabulary for the topic

• Give students a clear, specific task

• Provide phrases/language needed to 
accomplish the task

• Give students time to prepare before 
speaking

• Monitor and support them as they 
prepare



Provide key 
language





https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/sites/default/files/k177_too
lkit_for_english_connects_final_web.pdf

(Adobe PDF 869KB)

https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/sites/default/files/k177_toolkit_for_english_connects_final_web.pdf


Three true one false (page 7)

Topic: Education

• I studied economics in university.

• I have two Masters degrees.

• I am a teacher of English, French and German.

• I am a PhD researcher in a UK university.



Three true one false (page 7)

Topic: Education

• I studied economics in university.

• I have two Masters degrees.

• I am a teacher of English, French and German.

• I am a PhD researcher in a UK university.

ANSWER



• Three true one false (p.7)

• From A to Z (p.15)

• Pictionary (p.16)

• Back to the board (p.19)

• Find someone who (p.22)

• Opinion polls / Self-directed interviews 
(p.23)

• Johari window (p.24)



Johari Window (p. 24)

Three foods/drinks you both like
1.
2.
3.

Three foods/drinks you both dislike
1.
2.
3.

Three foods/drinks you like but your 
partner dislikes
1.
2.
3.

Three foods/drinks you dislike but 
your partner likes
1.
2.
3.



(p. 24)



https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/sites/default/files/british_c
ouncil_english_resource_book_31_3_2021_print-
compressed.pdf

(Adobe PDF 6MB)

https://www.britishcouncil.com.sn/sites/default/files/british_council_english_resource_book_31_3_2021_print-compressed.pdf


Why?



, discussion or activity.



Why?





Error correction – 3 correct 2 with errors



Error correction – 3 correct 2 with errors

at running.

to



Assessment of learners’ level, needs and interests



Personalize the club and make it a social space 



Hobbies pair discussion (p. 35)





Issues pair discussion (p. 40) 

, climate change, inequality, poverty, malaria, Covid-19



p.17



Roleplay – At the market  (p.19)



Follow-up
• I like / I don’t like  (Johari window)

• Recipe – best dish contest

• Chain story memory game…  “I went to the market and bought…” (p. 22)



(p. 25)









Writing a skit (p.41)



Writing a skit







Jobs (p. 48)





Jobs 
brainstorming 
activity







Mingle and swap job cards



For more advanced groups



Group quiz activities

(p. 63)





Structure of an English club session

• Warmer

• Main activity

• Feedback

• Closing activity

• Reflection/extension





























Reflection

What are some key learning 
points you would like to take 
away from today’s webinar?

What would you like to learn 
more about in the future?

English Connects



Thank you – Merci!

English Connects




