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JPART ONE} READING COMPREHENSION (8 poinu)
Read the text below and do all the activities that follow il.

SOLIDARITY
stir in Urnofia. A few days before his departure to Lagos, his
ir home. Almost al) Umofia tumed up. To start, Reverend

er, & prominem church clder could have done it
em about what had

Obi’s going to Englaod caused o big
parents organised a farewcll ceremony at the
Ikedr conducied a prayer sessiop, although Om's fath
himself But Reverend lkeds was the chairman. He thanked the gathering and told th

breught everybody w Mr. Okonkwo's house. : :
“God has enabled one of our sons to be sclected to go to where Icaming 1s. England.” He was at

once interrupted with shouts of joy. Al umes, one person, 3 Kin or @ close friend of the family would

jump in and stan a frantic dance and ra;se Ob1's hand in aumph. .
Later, people could help themselves to the hot stew that was offered. Pots of palm-wine

followed Without forgetling cakes made with maize. There was much to eat and to drink. For, Isaac
Okonkwo was well-ta~do. He had worked for the Mission and hed reured on a very good pension,

which had helped bum build the first modern house in the village.
So, 1t was not surpnising that he would prepare such a great feast He was known for being

open-hapded. Everybody admitted having recerved money or a gift from him.

Adapted from No Longer At Ease, by Chinua ACHEBE

COMPREHENSION CHECK

A Vacahulary check
Find ip the fexi the words or expressions whose synonyms or meanings are in the list below,

Write your answers like in the example.

Example: |. agitation = stir

- agition (L 1)

- goodbye (L. 2)

- came(L.2)

assembly, everybody (L. 4)

S+ peminted (L 6)

6- arelative, a member of the family (L. 7)
7- frenetic (L. 8)

8 verynch (L 11)

9- generous , kind-hearted (L. 14)
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Comprehension questions
jve ahort answers 10 the following questions ou the text. (2 lines maximum).

| Why did Ub)'s father organise a ceremony al his house?

2 Did many people came to Lhe ceremony? Justify your answer.

3 How did some guests show Lheir joy during the opening prayer?
4. What reputation did Obi's father have in Umofia?

LANGUAGE IN USE (6 polnts)

Task 1
Below is a passage about the Yams Festival. Put the verbs between brackets jnto the correct
Write your answers like in the

forms and tenses to reconstruct (he meaning of the passage-

cexnmple.
Exampfe:1. = isorganlied
In Céte d'Ivoire, n number of traditional ceremonies are celebroted every year. For instance,
) parts of the country by the Akan

The Yams Festival 1s a ceremony which /. (fo organise) in seveta
very year to thank the gods for n good yam harvest. The day a(the

group.. Il 2. (to celebrate) ¢ :
ceremony, some new yams 3. {¢o cook) and offered 10 the spirits of ancestors by the king of the
st first4. (to raste) by Lhe

community or or the chief of the village. After that ptual, the new yams mu
king or the chief of the village before everybody is served .

Task 2
Ia the text below, a boy is describiog his first visit fo his village. To make it meaningful, choose
the correct formas af the verbs in brackets. Write your answery like in the cxample.

Example: 1. = went

During the last Chnsumas Holidays, my sister and | 1. (weant/ga/have gone) to our village to
spend somc days with our grandparents. It 2. (washwere/has been) our first visst to our wallage.
Grandpa and Grandma wert impaticatly 3. (wait/were waiting/waited) for us by the side of the main
road. They did not waat us to gel lost as we did not know the willage When we amive, they werc 50

hzppy to see us They 4. (give/have given/gave) us o big goat 1o welcome us We had a very nice ume

1in Ute viflage.

[PART THREE] WRITING (6 points)
TOPIC: (Nof more that 12 lines)
describe a traditional

Afier the Christmas Holidays, your English tcacher wanls you to
ceremony you saw io your village, city or arca.

In your essay,
- name the ccremony you are wriling about;
- say where and when it taok place;
- describe what happened during the ceremony (dances, songs, or food and drinks other

activities).
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saréme est national, fl ne peut tre modifié que par lo seule commission notionale des borémes
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